Mine Barracks and Designations
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The New Great Consols Miners Barracks / Lodging at Luckett

was recently refused an application by the District Council for Listing.

It was indicated that there are better and earlier examples of miners barracks
or lodgings, with more complete interior plan.

There is now a planning application to rebuild it as two ‘cottages’.

The Listed examples seem to represent an interesting progression in the
development of miners accommodation, from stable to mine shop to
converted house to grand expression of a wealthy estate.

Barracks designed and built in the later C19th by mining companies in
Cornwall, including that for the Cornish arsenic industry at Luckett, extend the
humbler side of that progression built for practicality alone. Fitzwilliam Lodge
near Barnsley, built by a landed estate for Yorkshire coal miners, may be
seen as similar to the Duke of Bedford’s cottages in West Devon.

Amongst these, the lodging or barracks at Luckett is alone in representing this
aspect of the World Heritage Site for Cornish Mining.

They are an essential part of the mine site for which they were built.

A second aspect is the situation in which these buildings were erected: either
built to provide basic accommodation for essential workers in remote
countryside (as at Luckett and the first two listed buildings below) or, in more
densely populated areas, either converted from existing buildings or designed
to be seen as good examples.

Scheduled barracks:

Two barracks which may have been similar, also in remote countryside, are at
Hexworthy, Vitifer and/ or Ailsborough on Dartmoor, although only the low
remains of outer walls survive.

Tom Greeves says:

There are at least three known sites of tin miners' 'barracks' on moorland
Dartmoor, all now reduced to low foundations:

1. Ailsborough (Eylesbarrow) Mine, Sheepstor - early 19th century. For
location see Fig. 2 (feature a) in Newman, P. [n.d. - 2000] Eylesbarrow
(Ailsborough) Tin Mine, Devon (English Heritage) + some discussion p. 38 of
same report. Site modified by later activity.



2. Vitifer Tin Mine, North Bovey - see Plates 21, 22, 25 & 26 in Greeves, T.
(1986) Tin Mines & Miners of Dartmoor - A Photographic Record (Devon
Books)

for early 20th century photographs of the barracks (known as ‘Miners'
House') when in use, + description p.26, p.41, and Plate 37 for the site in
a semi-derelict state. Survives as foundations:

photo — Vitifer miners’ barracks foundations, Phil Newman

3. Hexworthy Tin Mine, Lydford parish - see Plate 4 in Greeves (1986) which
shows very faintly on the horizon the building which included a first floor
‘dormitory’ above the Dry and forming the right hand end of the main
dwelling (apart from the single-story blacksmith's shop) + description p.9,

as it was in the early 20th century. The foundations of the Dry survive but
nothing of the first floor level.

Examples of Listed mine Barracks and Lodgings are shown below:

They are all very different.

As a set they may represent an evolution which the purpose-built, industrial
solution at Luckett is a continuation of.

Listed Examples:




“Possible Former Miners' Lodging House”
Heasley Mill, North Molton, North Devon (SS 7376 3222)

Local people say it was a stable and store.
Planning permission granted to convert to holiday accom for Hotel opposite.

2.

Mine shop and level, Marl Beck, Middleton in Teesdale, Teesdale, Durham.

3.
Mine shop, Middleton in Teesdale, Teesdale, Durham.

a multi-purpose building ?

4,
The Barracks, Acomb, Tynedale, Northumberland

Made from two houses, and again in use as modern house.



5.

Fitzwilliam Lodge, Hoyland Nether, Barnsley, South Yorkshire
Miners' lodging house, built for the Fitzwilliam estate 1853.

Converted to flats 1982.

Some basic details of the Barracks at Luckett:

Materials:
The barracks at Luckett were built of timber and stone with local brick, as
were all the structures on the mine at that time, its major expansion for
Arsenic.
Timber from the Baltic and N America was being imported in massive
guantities to the SW and Tamar Valley via Plymouth and Morwellham,
Local killas / slate-stone came from the site, or from a quarry along the lane,
Locally produced red bricks for quoins and window edges. Red Westlake
bricks are also in the row of 10-12 arsenic calciners on the mine (all listed).

Mining settlement:
Luckett is an interesting village or hamlet - since all of its buildings only
arrived as part of different periods of mining there from the middle ages
onwards, the whole hamlet could be considered part of the mine — it is made
up of count houses, captain’s houses, miners dry, and smithy and mills, and
beer room, malthouse and cider mill — all now looking like (and some listed
as) ‘cottages’.
The family which ran the Lodging and then lived there for four generations,
were part of the family of builders responsible for the construction of most of
the mine stacks etc in the area.
In the same village are also preserved two tiny (listed) unaltered miners
cottages which are being consolidated as an educational resource.

Evolution of barracks and Lodgings locally:

During the mining boom pressure on accommodation was so great that
around isolated rural mines like Luckett there must have been large numbers
of temporary ‘shanty’ dwellings, as shown by large numbers in the census
records, where there are no buildings or remains. The barracks was for men



only, whose labour was essential. They worked in shifts, and where possible
they walked to their homes for Sundays.

The Barracks at Luckett represent a positive development in miners housing
in the SW, a great improvement on the mine shops where heat and smell
were overpowering from wet clothes, cooking and overcrowding. Even so, this
barracks, built for 20 but housing 50 must have been far from ideal and
demonstrates the social conditions of the times. Something very similar was in
use in Wales in the 1930'’s, while a slightly later Cornish example (now
surviving only as a drawing) showed cubicles and a room for relaxation.

The Duke of Bedford built cottages for miners and their families on the Devon
side of the Tamar.

Improvements are shown at Luckett by:

1. The ceiling ventilators

and to reduce heat, smell
and possibly important in this case poisoning by arsenic ‘dust’ —
choking heat and smell were a serious problem in the lead industry’s
mine ‘shops’ which included a dormitory element in which the cooking
was done.
eg Killhope (restored).
2. The wooden upper storey walls, making it cheaper to build, and

possibly cooler in summer.



This possibly partly due to the amounts of timber being imported for the
mining industry etc from the Baltic and N America — thousands of ships
a year just to Morwellham on the R Tamar, for mines in the Tamar
Valley — see photo of Luckett Mine ¢ 1900 (20 yrs after it closed).

. The inclusion of accommodation for a ‘Lodging keeper’ and their family,
who evidently fed the miners. There was a cooking range produced for
Doney and Hancock of Callington, which had “all the pasty tins hanging
above it”. In N England, miners had to bring their own food for the week
and cook it in the room.

. Separation of sleeping and eating — upstairs and down — an attempt to
keep these functions apart, possibly for health reasons, especially
important on this arsenic mine. These drawings, signed by Nicholas
Trestrail, were for the next stage,

barracks at Camborne and Illogan (1890, now gone),

which had similar separation; they also had, as at Luckett, the
separated accommodation for a Lodging keeper at the upper end and
stairs supported by the party wall..



