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Dear Friends,

Three years seems such a short time to have been Parish Priest here in Stoke
Climsland and Linkinhorne…. and yet I reflect that three years was also the span of
Jesus’ entire earthly ministry! Three years too was the time St Paul spent in the city
of Ephesus, building up the Church and preparing the Christians there to serve God
and spread the Gospel. 

I’ve been rereading recently the account in Acts 20 of the tearful farewell he shared
with the church leaders in Ephesus, as he headed back to Jerusalem, and I’ve found
it most poignant. Not that I want to draw too many parallels (for a start Paul says “in
every place I go prison awaits me” – that’s certainly not my expectation in
Wadebridge!), but I share with him a real love and affection for the people I’ve been
called to serve and a real sadness at having to leave. (Though again I’m glad that I
needn’t say, as he does, “I know that I shall never see you again”, I hope to see you
soon and often.)

Paul makes claims about his ministry that I would never dare to make, but nonethe-
less as I look back my hope and prayer is that I’ve been able to share with you
something of the love and grace of our great God and that we’ve learned together a
little of what it means to be His Church in these testing times. I shall certainly leave
far richer than when I arrived, both in terms of faith and friendships and, though the
time has been short and much seems to be left unaccomplished, I trust that God’s
timing is right and that he will continue to work His purpose out in my life and in
yours.

My last Sunday service in the Parish will on Sunday September 20th, but I’ll be
returning for a “farewell” do at and after the Harvest Service on Thursday October
1st. I do hope to see you all at one or both of those occasions, and I remind you that
you’re all warmly invited to share with me at the Cathedral on October 11th, as I’m
made Honorary Canon, and in Wadebridge as I’m Licensed as Parish Priest on
Thursday October 22nd at 7.00pm.

I hope to get a chance to say a personal “goodbye” to most of you in the next few
weeks, but in the meantime I ask for your prayers as I prepare to move and assure
you of mine. I finish with some of Paul’s last words to his friends at Ephesus and I
make them mine to you:

“Now I commit you to God and to the word 
of His grace, which can build you up and 
give you an inheritance among the saints”
(Acts 20:32)

With love and prayers,

Rector’s round-up



Amnesty International

16 year old student beaten unconscious by police - Mexico

Jose Emiliano Nandayapa Gomez was walking home at 2 am
on the 27th June in the city of San Cristobel de las Casas, when
he was searched by municipal police officers as part of a routine
check. According to Jose, minutes later another five municipal
police officers forced him onto the back of a pickup truck. For the following hour

three officers kicked and punched Jose and
stepped on his back, head and legs. The police
said, ”What a lovely subversive haircut you have,
here’s your revolution, get the weapons and the
drugs out”.  They told him, “If you keep on the
same path, you won’t live to tell the tale”. 
They then kicked him in the face, and he lost 
consciousness. 

When Jose and his family filed a complaint with
the local Public Prosecutor’s office, the Public
Prosecutor told them to go to the city’s police head-
quarters to identify the perpetrators. The family say

that the police commander at the headquarters refused to help, and insulted them.
The police commander and another officer tried to force Jose’s father into a small
room.  In the struggle that followed, the officer punched his grandfather and pushed
his mother, who is pregnant. On 30th June, Jose and his father were interviewed on
local radio about what had happened.  After their interview, they were walking
through a park when they were chased by two municipal police officers, and had to
seek refuge in a local hospital.  When they went to report the incident to the Public
Prosecutor’s office, the official there initially refused to register the complaint.

Jose and his father have participated in street theatre in San Cristobal de las
Casas, highlighting miscarriages of justice and criticizing government policies. Jose
has been involved in a local movement promoting the rights of young people and
claims he has been harassed by police for these activities.

On 27th May, a sixteen year old graffiti artist was shot and killed in San Cristobal
de las Casas by a private security guard. This came two months after the municipal
government passed legislation imposing heavy fines on graffiti artists and offering a
cash prize to anyone who helped detain one. Local human rights organizations have
complained that this has resulted in unwarranted harassment of young people in the
city. Amnesty International continues to document incidence of torture or other 
ill-treatment committed by federal, state and especially municipal police.  
Those responsible are almost never held to account.

Thank you for taking the time to read about Jose Emiliano Nandayapa Gomez.
Please pray for him and his family who are now in danger of further retaliation for
pursuing their complaint.



One of Bill’s legacies is to have intro-
duced us to the charity Compassion.
This is a Christian child sponsorship
organisation that gives us the chance to
lift a child out of poverty.  Of the 2.2 
billion children in the world today, nearly
half of them live in poverty. 

Those of you that have taken up such sponsorship will know what a difference
you are making in the life of your sponsored child.  It is not simply the practical help
of £21 per month that does this.  It’s the medical checks, vocational education,
social, emotional and spiritual care that they also receive.  Also, as each child has
just one sponsor, it is the personal relationship built up through the letters we send
that make such a difference, showing the child that they are cared about, prayed
for, and that they are important to someone.  Research carried out by Compassion
shows that these letters have huge impact on sponsored children’s moral and well-
being.

As many of you know, 2009 is the United Nations
International Year of the Child.  Here in Stoke, we have set up
sponsorship for a child on behalf of the children of our parish.
As a result, we have been introduced to Jadedilok from
Thailand.  Our children contribute their Sunday School and
JAM collection money towards Jadedilok’s sponsorship, as
well as organising fund-raising events for him.  We sent
Jadedilok a photo of the service when we introduced him to
our church.  The photo showed our children stood at the front
of the church talking about him and saying prayers for him
with his photo projected onto the projector screen behind.  

Our sponsorship for him is in its early days, but we have
recently received our first letter from him that acknowledges
the letters we have sent.  Written by a volunteer tutor, his letter
says:

‘He is really excited to see your photo and different activities
that you’ve done.  He said he likes it so much.’

His letter talks of how he will treasure the letters and photos
we have sent and keep them in a safe place.  It’s a heart-
warming start to a new relationship.

On 1st November, we will be having a Compassion Sunday
service.  In order to put together this service, Marilyn and I
would like to hear from people who have already taken up
sponsorship with Compassion.  It would be helpful to hear
about the children you are sponsoring.  

Lisa Chaffer (370059) www.compassionuk.org

“You may not be
able to change
the world but

you can change
the world for one

child.”

“In 2009, the
number of 
children 

sponsored
through

Compassion
reached 

1 million.”



A fond farewell.....
I never look forward to writing pieces of farewell in the maga-
zine and this is certainly no exception!  Farewells are often 
difficult, but this one is particularly so for two reasons.  Firstly
because Bill’s departure is premature, no one expected him to
leave so soon, least of all him.  And secondly, because he is
such an exceptional man who has touched so many hearts in
his time here. Here are just some of the hearts he has touched:

I have no doubt that Flora and I have valued Bill’s ministry in much the same
way as other parishioners. A plus point for me has been the high level of his 
academic scholarship: it has been a pleasure to deal with someone who is so
well educated in the Classical languages that he can not only understand them
but even identify tags and say immediately where they come from. For example,
I recently quoted a tag in ancient Greek and he promptly told me that it was
inscribed on the temple of the oracle at Delphi. And his understanding and
explanation of the New Testament is greatly enhanced by his knowledge of the
Greek original. More important, he has taken a full part in all the diverse 
activities of this multifarious parish. Francis Gardner

Speaking from the no-faith end of life’s spectrum, to
me Bill is just a regular guy who works in the Church
for a living.  He has always been eminently approach-
able yea normal (a characteristic that Marilyn has too).
He has enthusiasm and knows that positively stroking
people works well. From Day 1 he showed an interest
in what we had been doing at Whiteford, that certainly
kept me from having the odd negative thoughts which I
have had about some ecclesiatical responses (or lack
thereof) over the years. 

My hope is that ideas started in his time about opening
up the physical side of the Church so that it can be
used more flexibly and  in a  wider social context, do
not go on the back burner with his departure. He 'does'
religion in my book by being more practical rather than
pontifical and by being outward looking he ensures that
both Church and Community gain.  David Short

I recall a New Year Eve's
Vigil Prayer service
early in Bill ’s time with
us.

A small group are sitting
in St George's chapel and
have been invited to
express their hopes for
the forthcoming new
year.  Various worthies
come out with something
worthy.  It gets to Bill .  
"Well, I'm looking for-
ward to my first pee in
the new toilet!"
Love Dawn & Dominic

'We have been blessed to have the leadership and friend-
ship of Bill for the past three years, and appreciate all
the support he has given us.   He is blessed with a good
sense of humour, which has helped him deal with the
more troublesome of his flock - not forgetting Speckle's
enthusiasm in welcoming anybody to the Rectory.   We
pray for them both as they take on new challenges in
Wadebridge - their gain is very much our loss.    And
just remember Speckle the food is much better in Stoke
Climsland.' love William & Mary



I will never forget all the kind-
ness and thoughtfulness shown to
my family and myself by Bill. It
doesn't seem possible he has been
here so short a time, his is such a
part of our community. I remem-
ber the service we had when he
was installed, there was a coach
came up from Camborne bring-
ing people from his previous
church that spoke volumes! One
of their number said to me 'look
after him, he's special' how right
she was and I hope we have done
that.

Bill will be a hard act to follow I
truly hope that his new congre-
gation will appreciate him in the
same way as we all have.

Jane Garbett

My mate Bill

How lucky am I to have a mate like
Bill. We watch the rugby and check the
beer at the club. To work this off we
strim and mow the churchyard whilst
laughing all the while.

His door is always open whether just
for a chat or something more pressing.
He’s never judgemental and always
straight, shining light where sometimes
it’s hard to see any at all. A great sense
of humour with a sharp wit and never
shy to laugh at himself.

As well as all this he’s our rector,
always able to make a point in an inter-
esting way using the funny side of life
where he can.

I shall miss you my friend, but in case
you thought you got away, don’t forget
we have rugby matches to attend over
the season and a supply of bacofoil this
New Year for you.

Please don’t forget my door is always
open for you, so if you need a friendly
face in Wadebridge, give me a call.

Your mate Al

"I've found Bill to be always approachable,
with an excellent sense of humour.  As edi-
tor of the Old School News, he is a dream
contributor - always on time, always within
the word count and never needing editing!
And, as a bonus, what he writes is worth
reading.  He has set his successor a high
standard to meet." Deri Parsons

Bill came to us shortly before my Dad died.
I'd not been able to talk to Dad about his 
illness, so it was hugely comforting to find that
Dad had been able to chat to Bill quite 
comfortably and that he'd told Bill he wasn't
afraid to die.
I wish to thank Bill for giving us wise, gentle
and intelligent leadership for our parish, lead-
ership that was at the same time quietly deter-
mined and well-thought-out.  Bill has
embraced our parish and been a friend to all.

He seems to have the right thing to say at all
times and to all people.  He has encouraged us
to develop projects and launch new ones, 
quietly guiding and advising, but allowing us
to extend our skills and talents, sometimes 
discovering them for the first time.  He has
been a gift to us and devastating as his 
departure may be, I am thankful that the peo-
ple of Wadebridge will receive the benefit of
his talented ministry. Lisa Chaffer



Roll out all the old jokes about the “big guns” and “getting fired”… yes, on Sunday
October 11th at Evensong (4.00pm) I’ll be made a Canon (with one “n”) of Truro
Cathedral. I have to say that this isn’t the same as being “Canonised” – that means
formally to be declared a Saint, and may take a while longer!

Canonries in the Church of England are posts attached to a Cathedral (in some
Cathedrals Canons are called “Prebendaries”). In Truro there are several varieties of

Canon; three are Residentiary Canons, who are
full-time clergy at the Cathedral, three are
Chapter Canons, who play an active role in its
Governance and there is a Canon Theologian
who, well, theologises!
And then there are the Honorary Canons, of
which (following in the footsteps of several of
my illustrious predecessors in both Parishes) 
I shall be one. To quote from the Diocesan
website:

“Our Bill is the best ever; a strong
but gentle personality demon-
strated so aptly in his leadership
of the parish over the past few
years. He's approachable, kind, a
good listener, excellent chairper-
son and facilitator and a great
sense of humour. Lucky
Wadebridge, Bill goes with our
prayers and blessing". Jan Parsons

Bill’s first day at work we had sunday school in
the rectory and speckle got out and ran to the
church and sat at the door barking!! Bill was
most embarrassesd at leaving the service to
return her to the rectory.
The first christmas Esther was in a 9 car acci-

dent on M5. I phoned Bill to ask him to pray
and he did there and then over the phone!!
He has always been a great support,so easy

and fun to work with, an  encourager and friend
and will continue to be so. Jane Coumbe

I know I could fill many Parish Magazines with more messages from you in praise of
Bill.  I know that he too has very much enjoyed his time here with us and that he
will stay a friend to many of us.  

We could feel sad for what we will lose through his departure. But I want to cele-
brate just how much we have all gained from the privilege of being served by him
and I thank God that he came to serve us here. 

So thank you Bill from us all, and I end with words so much better than my own,
that come from us all:

May the road rise up to meet you,

may the wind be always at you back,

may the sun shine upon your face

the rains fall soft upon your fields

and, until we meet again,

may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

You’re fired!



No, we do not doubt the existence of God!  The headline above is the theme underpin-
ning the advertising for this year’s national Alpha Course campaign. It builds on last
year’s campaign and has a light hearted reference to the Atheist Society’s Bus Poster
campaign.  The serious side to all this is that Alpha courses have proved to be very
good at introducing the Christian faith, and helping to answer many questions.  

Here in Stoke Climsland we are running the course this
Autumn.  This year we plan to start by holding an introductory
event on two consecutive evenings, Tuesday 22nd and

Wednesday 23rd September.  These
will involve refreshments and an
opportunity to find out about the course without making any
commitment to attend.  They will be held at Dawn & Dominic’s
house (unless demand makes a larger venue necessary).

There may also be a daytime meeting, details to follow.

A typical course usually lasts about 10 weeks and involves meeting once a week for
food, watching a video and talking about it afterwards.  
During each course there is one weekend ‘away day’ at a venue like Hampton Manor.

For the last dozen years or so, the Alpha course has really helped our church here in
Stoke Climsland.  Volunteers are always needed to help run future courses, help with
the launch events and offer prayer support.If you would like to hear more, or get
involved in any way, please contact Dawn or Dominic Nelson
(370228).     Final and most important question:

Is there someone you know, who you would like 
to invite to one of the launch events? 

Q: Does God exist? Yes, No, Probably

“MANY
QUESTIONS?”

“ANY
QUESTIONS”

“FINAL
QUESTION?”

“Honorary Canonries are given to men and women who have given exceptional
service to their Church and communities in Cornwall, and each Canon occupies a
Stall in the Cathedral Quire. The clergy Canons' stalls are all named after Cornish

Saints, and the 12 Lay Canons' Stalls are in the names of the Apostles.” 

I shall have the stall of St Meriadoc, particularly pleasing and appropriate as
Meriadoc is the patron Saint of Camborne, my previous parish.

As the title implies, the post is a purely honorary one; it involves little extra work
(one sermon and a couple of meetings per year) and no extra pay! It does require,
though, a little extra “dressing up” – in a blue “almuce” or cape, which is the official
garb of a Canon. 

I was both amazed and delighted to be invited by Bishop Tim to accept a Canonry,
and I’m particularly pleased that, though I shall already have moved house and be
living in Wadebridge on October 11th, I shall still formally be “your” Parish Priest at
the time. I do hope that you’ll be able to come and join me at the Cathedral for this
special celebration.

Bill Stuart-White



Copy Deadline Magazine copy for the October edition is needed by Sunday
20th September and will be distributed on Friday 25th September. Items may
be left in the red tray on the table at the back of the church or sent by e-mail to:
kate.carnegie@virgin.net. 

Sunday School thanks
A special family service will be held on Sunday
6th September to celebrate and give thanks for

Jane and Judith’s many years of deidicated
service to our Sunday School.      

After the service, we will be continuing the 
celebrations in the Old School with a bring and
share lunch, so do bring some food with you.

The renowned 
Loveny Male Voice Choir, 

together with soloist Maggie Holden, 
will be performing in Church 
on Saturday 26th September 

at 7.30pm. 

Tickets at Stoke Climsland Post Office 
from 1st September at £5.00 each.  

All profits will go to the refurbishment 
of the kitchen area in church.

Everyone welcome.

Duchy BBQ and Fresher’s Day

Thursday 10th September 
6.30 pm at Duchy College

Come along and enjoy fun and games
and a BBQ cooked by the Church Family

Meet the students and start to build
bridges.  All invited

We also need help with
Fresher’s Day on 24th Sept.

See Jane Coumbe for
details.

Alpha Invitation
This year’s Alpha course will start with an Alpha Supper at Dawn and Dominic’s on

Tues 22nd or Wed 23rd Septmeber.  Please start praying for the course and thinking
about anyone you might like to bring along.  If you have done a course before and
would like to help in some small way (or big way!) please contact Dawn or Dominic
(370228). For more information see page 7.

Bill’s farewell
Bill’s last Sunday service will be on Sunday 22nd
Sept. However, he will return on Thursday 1st

October for our
7.00 Harvest Service 

followed by farewell supper in the Old School.
All welcome. If you can help by bringing some food

along, please contact Jane Coumbe (370372).



Pastora l  Min is try  Team Anyone in need
of a friendly visit following a recent difficulty or
just feeling a little low, please contact the
Pastoral Ministry Team on the following num-
bers: Bill Stuart-White 370501 Jan Parsons
370319 or 07969 909 209 or fill in a request
in one of the information cards found in the
church, post office and school and post it in
the Contributions Box in the back of the
church or hand it to any of the clergy or 
pastoral team.  We will respond as soon as
possible. We are also available for prayer
requests and the prayer circle will pray 
confidentially until the difficulty is over.

Women's Discussion Group
Have you ever thought you would like

to have a bit of space to meet others
and talk, really talk, without the chil-
dren around?  We are thinking of hold-
ing a group for women, starting in the
autumn.  A crèche will be provided for
those with pre-school children.  Topics
will be decided by the group but we
could include such issues as aspects of
parenting, self esteem, faith and 
personal/local/national topics. We may
have a guest speaker occasionally or
just enjoy time spent in sharing what
has gone on in our week.  It will be free
and refreshments will be provided. 
If you are inter-
ested and would
like to find out
more, please
contact Jan
(370319) or Lisa
(370059).

Churchyard Work ing Party September is the time for the annual mowing of the
Wild Flower Meadow and general preparations for the approaching Winter.  Firm dates
cannot be set in advance, as we need to plan around a spell of dry weather (ever
hopeful!).  If you might be able to help in any way, please contact Ali on 370187.

Missing Container A large plastic cake container went missing following the service
on the green the day after our annual Church Fete.  It is white and about 12 inches
square and 6 inches deep.  Please could you all check your cupboards to see if it’s

hiding there and get back to Kathryn (370187) or Helen (371220) Thank you.

Welcome Home Joan!
Hopefully by the time you read this little 
message I will be home again after a year!!  
I would just like to take this opportunity to say
a Big thank you to you all for  your support,
love and prayers during this very difficult time
in my life. You have all given me the strength
and a feeling of inner peace to face and
accept my illness, which I will  never forget. 
I know it will take me a while to build up my
strength but with all you lovely people to sup-
port me I know all will be well. "Thank you"
seems such a little word but it comes from
the bottom of my heart to everyone of you. 
See you all soon.   Love Joan xx

COME AND SING WITH THE CALLINGTON SINGERS

CHORAL SINGING WORKSHOP IN AID OF “LIFESTRAW” www.lifestraw.org.uk

ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH  LISKEARD SEPTEMBER 19TH 2009

REGISTRATION 12.00 TO 12..30 REHEARSALS FROM 12.30

SINGING DAY FEE £10    PUBLIC CONCERT 6..30     CONCERT ADMISSION £5

FOR MORE DETAILS : www.callingtonsingers.org OR PHONE 01579-370323 



Storybox

Storybox came about as a
result of the Church Fete VIP
competition won by Betty Stone,
age 7. Betty’s idea was to have a
children’s library in the Old
School with storytelling sessions
and a coffee bar for the adults.
We thought that this was a won-
derful idea and so did the Old
School.

Storybox takes place every 3rd
Saturday, 9a.m.-12 noon, coinciding with the Old School Light Breakfast & Table Top
Sale. We take over the Committee Room and provide boxes of books that children of all
ages can borrow or just sit there and read. Every hour we do a storytelling session,
including stories and poetry.Colouring and a simple activity are available, as are free
squash and biscuits. The adults can indulge in an Old School breakfast! Each month is
themed and so far we have had general stories, the seaside and space. The next session
is on Saturday 19th September and the theme will be bears.

Would you like to come along? Do you know of a family who might like to join in? Can
you help? Do you have any children’s books that you could donate?
For more details contact Dawn and Dominic on 370228 or Lisa on 370059.

13 children and 15 adults, representing 10 different families,
came to Messy Church at the Old School on August 8th.
The theme was “The Great Flood” and activities included edi-
ble arks, decorated animal masks and origami boats. One of
our favourite things was the giant parachute which, after
being a stormy sea when the children sat in the middle of it,

became like the inside of the ark, a warm but very noisy safe haven when we all sat
inside it!
During the worship session the families put
together the giant puzzle pieces that they
had coloured in and a giant, multi-coloured
ark was formed. (You can see this on dis-
play in the church porch.) We sang our
praise to God and prayed according to the
colours of the rainbow. 
Then we all had tea and “stickies”.
The next Messy Church is on Saturday
October 3rd, 3-5 p.m.
Would you like to come? Do you know of a
family who might like to come along? Can you help?
For more details contact Dawn & Dominic on 370228.

New events for young families!





This month our prayer is for Bill, as he leaves us and continues his journey of faith in
Wadebridge.

Gracious Father,
maker of all the world,

bless this our friend as he prepares for his journey.

Be with him on every road,
on every hill, meadow and stream,

under cloud, under stars,
through storm and in sunshine.

Guard him, O Father,
protect him, O Christ,

guide him, O Holy Spirit,
now, and in weariness,
now, and in happinerss,

now, and in danger,
now, and in journey’s ending.

Enfold him in your love,
and surrouen him with our care,

that he may sing your song
every step of the way.

Anonymous
(Inpsired by ancient Celtic ‘journey prayers’)

Almighty and everlasting God, give unto us the increase of
faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain that which

thou dost promise, make us to love that which thou dost 
command; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

Collect

Prayer of the month



Wednesday 2nd September - Fellowship at Beal’s Farm

Sunday 6th September - Trinity 13
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Family Service - Farewell to Jane & Judith

Followed by bring & share lunch at the Old School.

Wednesday 9th September 7.30 pm - Fellowship at Sheepscombe
Thursday 10th September 6.30 pm - Duchy Barbecue

Sunday 13th September - Trinity 14
8.00am   Holy Communion Order One

11.15am Holy Communion BCP
6.30 pm Join ‘Revive’ service at St. Mary’s Callington

Wednesday 16th September - 7.30 pm Fellowship at Beal’s Farm

Saturday 19th September 9 -12 - Storybox in the Old School

Sunday 20th September - Trinity 15
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Holy Communion Order One

Tuesday 22nd September - 7.30 pm Alpha Supper at Higherland
Wednesday 23rd September - 7.30 pm  Alpha Supper at Higherland
Thursday 24th September - Freshers Day at the Duchy College

Saturday 26th September - Loveny Male Voice Choir concert in church

Sunday 27th September - Trinity 16
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Joint Harvest Service at Venterdon Methodist Chapel
6.30 pm Informal Holy Communion (“Back to Church”)

Thursday 1st October 7.00 pm - Harvest Service 
followed by Bill’s Farewell supper at the Old School.

What’s on... 
Every week this month :
Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church
Wed 9.00 am  WOW parent and toddler group (from 9th Sept.)
Fri 6.30 pm  Singing Group meets in Church
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