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Dear Friends,

Ever since I recognised, or maybe I should say accepted, and became obedient to
GodÕs calling in my life, three words have accompanied me Ð excited, challenged
and daunted.

I have to admit to feeling deeply challenged and daunted but not the least bit 
excited when I first heard the news that Bill was likely to be moving on, in 
obedience to GodÕs (or maybe it was the Bishop and ArchdeaconÕs!) calling in his
life.  Certainly when I was on my pre-ordination retreat in June the panic set in, this
is just not fair!  ItÕs not fair on the people of our two parishes, itÕs not fair on me, and
most of all itÕs not fair on Bill.

But who are we to judge what is and is not ÔfairÕ?  We, the people of Stoke,
Linkinhorne and Wadebridge are all a part of GodÕs creation, a creation with whom
He is pleased and loves, and having shown and shared that love in this community
for nearly three years, Bill has now been called to show and share it with the people
of Wadebridge.

I knew all that, but it did not help allay my challenged and daunted feelings in the
middle of the night in my cabin on HMS Raleigh, Whilst on retreat!

Throughout the retreat Bishop Roy led us in a series of meditations, and his session
next morning was a much needed answer to prayer and something I needed to be
reminded Ð I, we, do nothing in our own strength and my response at my then forth-
coming Ordination would be Ð ÒWith the help of God I willÓ.  With the help of God
nothing is impossible for us Ð His grace is sufficient for us (2 Corinthians 12:9).
We are well blessed in this parish (and Linkinhorne) to have a good number of very
capable Readers, Worship Leaders and Pastoral Ministers and together we can
move forward into this interregnum with confidence, knowing we do not walk this
journey alone but in and through the strength of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour,
and that is really exciting.

I am certain that in the weeks and months ahead we will
all feel excited, challenged and daunted at various times,
and it is at these times that we can and must rely on and
support each other (1 Cor 10:13) as it is in our weakness
that we are strong Ð (2 Cor 12:10).

My love and prayers to each and every one of you.

Cu r a t eÕs Co m m en t



A m n est y  I n t er n a t i o n a l

For your prayers and meditation in October

Mohamed ÔAbd Rahim El Sharkawi

Mohamed el Sharkawi, 59, a Pakistani engineer of Egyptian ori-
gin, has spent 14 years in administrative detention without
charge or trial.  He is one of thousands currently held in Egypt
based on emergency legislation in force since 1981.

Mohamed was forcibly returned from Pakistan to
Egypt in 1995 at the request of the Egyptian 
authorities because of alleged security-related
crimes. He was cleared of these in 1996. Mohamed
reported being tortured in various prisons across the
country. He now suffers from severe back pain and
says his health is poor as a direct result of torture
and inadequate medical treatment.

In July 2008 complaints he wrote about his 
detention were found in his cell in Liman Tora prison
near Cairo. He was then transferred to a prison in
the western desert and denied visits from his lawyer
and family.

More than 15 court orders have been issued for his release, but new detention
orders were issued on each occasion.

In 2007, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention said
his detention was arbitrary and recommended his immedi-
ate release along with that or 45 other administrative
detainees.

Mohamed ÔAbd Rahim El
Sharkawi is not only just one
of thousands held in Egypt,
but represents many more
thousands in other countries
who are also held without
charge or trial and made to
suffer torture without
resource to any medical

treatment. They are the anonymous ones although
Amnesty International does its utmost to keep track of
every individual wherever possible.

Please pray for Mohamed and all those other prisoners
together with their families who also suffer untold pain
whilst their loved ones are in prison.

FAST FACTS
Full Name

Arab Republic 
of Egypt

Population
76.8 million

Capital
Cairo

Area
1 million square km
Major Religions

Islam, Christianity
Life Expectancy

69 yrs men, 
74 yrs women

Main Exports
Petrolum, petroleum
products, cotton.



For some time I have been disturbed by the attitude that appears to be prevalent,
not just in the media, but also among people I have spoken to, regarding assisted
suicide.

This week I was reading an article in Unity (September 2009) about the Rt Revd
Michael Langrish, Bishop of Exeter who spoke recently in a House of Lords debate
on assisted dying. The quotations are all taken from the text of his part in the
debate.

ÔI speak as the father of a 30-year-old woman with DownÕs syndrome. For much of
her life she has been subject to countless government and other programmes,
apparently intended to increase responsibility and choice. However, the lived 
experience of my daughterÕs life is that intention and reality often end up being far
apart.Õ

ÔFor too many, the promise of more choice has often turned out to mean pressure to
choose that which suits others.Õ

ÔSo let us be very wary of any changes to the law that are based on an assumption
that all human beings are like us: confident, articulate and used to choosing the
direction of their lives.Õ

ÔMy concern, on behalf of the most vulnerable, is that what is presented as an
extension of Ômy right to chooseÕ can too quickly become an option that I am 
pressurised, however subtly to accept.Õ

This made me think, yes it is about protecting the vulnerable but it goes much
deeper than that. This is about a fundamental belief that is at the very core of our
faith. We are under GodÕs authority. His will decides whether we live or die. Every
time we say the LordÕs Prayer we say Ôthy will be doneÕ. If we say it so we should
believe it. However, that is not to say there is anything wrong with medical 
intervention and treatment, I believe God is at work though people in the medical
profession. And now I return to the words of Bishop Michael.

ÔThrough good palliative care, our nature as dependent creatures can be given an
eloquent expression through the skill of the medical and nursing professions. Most
doctors, and the BMA, understand the provision of palliative care as central to their
calling but are extremely wary of assisted dying. The vision of our mutual 
dependency is surely better realised in a relationship dedicated to controlling pain
and supporting life until death comes,Õ

There is an online petition on the 10 Downing Street website calling on the Prime
Minister to Ôretain the law that makes it a criminal offence to assist another person
to commit suicideÕ. If you would like to add your name please go to: http://peti-
tions.number10.gov.uk/notolegalsuicide 

Annabel King

Sh o u l d  w e h a v e t h e c h o i c e?



We are enormously grateful to all those who give regularly and generously to sup-
port the ministry of the Church here in Stoke Climsland, and we have been delighted
that last year we were able to pay our way without any special appeals. 

In 2010, however, weÕre not so sure that weÕll be able to Òbreak evenÓ. It costs in
the region of £30,000 per year (£577 per week) to maintain the ministry of the
Church Ð our contribution towards the costs of clergy and their housing, insurance,
energy costs, worship, mission and sundry other expenses. The greater part of that
sum has to be found through direct giving from the congregation; a huge challenge
every year. None of this includes the costs involved of building work to repair or
improve the Church building, for which we have relied heavily on the Friends of
Stoke Climsland Church (a separate charity), who have done so much to help us
with that task in the past, but upon whom we may not be able to rely so heavily in
the future.

Last year we asked everyone to review, and where possible to ÒStep UpÓ their
planned giving, and were met with a degree of success.  However, there is still a
need for an increased income to meet the expenditure which the church needs to
maintain its ministry and the PCC has decided to hold a Gift Day Ð an opportunity for
everyone to bring a one-off gift in thankfulness to God and in support of the work of
His Kingdom.

This GIFT DAY will be on Sunday October 25th. We ask you to consider prayerfully
how much you are able to set aside for this purpose and to use the enclosed enve-
lope accordingly Ð filling in the Gift Aid details if you are a tax-payer, to enable us to
reclaim your tax.

The Book of Chronicles in the Bible relates a wonderful Gift Day held in the Temple,
when the people followed the example of their leaders and gave generously and
gladly of all God had blessed them with. The account continues: ÒThen the people
rejoiced because they had given willingly, for with their whole heart they had offered
freely to the Lord.Ó (1 Chronicles 29:9). King David then praysÒIn the uprightness of
my heart I have freely offered all these things, and now I have seen your people
offering freely and joyously to you.Ó(29:17). It is a real privilege to be able to give in
GodÕs service, and we know that ÒGod loves a cheerful giverÓ. I trust that we too
shall be rejoicing as we give and as we count the gifts Ð even if we donÕt quite
manage the several tons of gold and silver that the people of Israel donated!

Please bring your gift to Church on Sunday 25th October or, if you canÕt manage
that, hand it to the Treasurer, Curate or a Church Warden any time, preferably during
the following week up to and including the Compassion Sunday Service on
November 1st.

With thanks and best wishes,
The Revd Marilyn Elliott (Parish Curate)                   Francis Gardner (Hon.Treasurer)

St o k e Cl i m sl a n d  Pa r i sh  Gi f t  D a y . . . .



The Bible tells us a number of helpful things about money and giving, including:

God is good and is the ultimate resource provider (James 1:17)
All our resources (100%) come from God and belong to him (1 Chron 29:14)
Earning money is good; being in excessive debt is not good (Nehemiah 51-6)

We are to pray & ask God to provide for our financial needs (Matt 6:5-33)
Money management & planning makes good sense (Prov 21:5; 2 Cor 9:7)

Giving is good - both for the giver and the recipient (2 Cor 9:8-9)
As we give, our good God gives us more so we can give again (2 Cor 9:10-11)
We should teach and model these principles to our children (Deut 11:13-21)

There are 3 main models of financial giving encouraged in the bible.

1.  GENEROSITY     (see 2 Corinthians 9:6; 1 Timothy 6:18; Romans 12:8)

Giving generously is the first and foundational way of giving.  It is a core value which
should undergird all financial gifts and offerings.  As we give in this way we are called
to mirror God, who generously gives to us.

Generosity is difficult to measure because it is an attitude of the heart.  Generosity is not
about how much, but about how greatly we can help, bless, encourage and equip others
with the resources God had given us.

2.  TITHING      (see Malachi 3:10; 2 Chronicles 31:5; Nehemiah 10:37)

As we seek to live and give generously, many Christians see tithing as a good basis for
financial giving.  Tithing is a particular model of giving.  It is the practice of giving away
the first 10% of income.  In the Old Testament this was given at the place of worship
and so many see this as a good bench-mark figure for giving to church.  In the bible,
tithing was done as a mark of gratitude for the past and as a way of trusting God for the
future. 

Committing and planning to give the first 10% of income tests our faith; that is why
money management and planning is important.  Bible passages related to tithing prom-
ise that God will provide more than enough in response to our tithe - indeed the bless-
ing back will be truly wonderful.  God understands that some of us find the thought of
giving 10% potentially uncomfortable - that is why one of the key bible passages on
tithing includes the unusual promise that God does not mind us putting him to the test
to see if the blessing we receive back will be as good as he says! (see Malachi 3:10).  

3.  SACRIFICE  (see Mark 12:41-44; Mark 10:17-21)

Sacrificial giving is a third model of giving.  This is the most demanding way of giving
money in that it goes beyond generosity and tithing.  Sacrificial giving is measured not
by the amount we give, but by the amount we keep back.  
It is giving that really stretches and involves not spending our money as we had per-
haps planned and instead giving that money away. 

The prime example of this kind of giving is found in Mark 12:41-44 where a widow
gives away all the money she has.

Wh a t  t h e B i b l e  sa y s a b o u t  g i v i n g . .



B i b l e  Su n d a y  2 5 t h  O c t o b er . . . .

The Bible Ð still making a difference to our lives, from the UK to Dubai...

ÒWhen people are in difficult situations, I counsel and pray with them,Ósays Arulraj
Kovil Pillai, a chaplain to migrant workers in Dubai. ÒThe most exciting thing is see-
ing peopleÕs lives changing when they are exposed to the Gospel.Ó

Dubai lies in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Its oil fields have made it one of the
richest places on earth. And the combination of oil and tourism has attracted an
influx of migrant workers.  Today, more than three quarters of the UAEÕs population
is made up of migrant or expatriate workers. But because work is demanding and
workers are isolated from their families for years at a time, it can become an over-
whelming life.  ThatÕs where Bible Society comes in bringing hope, support and
encouragement through the Gospel. Arulraj is sharing the gospel with around 600
labourers drawn by the areaÕs vast construction projects. 

On Bible Sunday, we have the chance to remember peo-
ple like Arulraj and the men and women among whom they
work. 

This yearÕs theme Ð Count on It Ð is taken from Isaiah
55.1-11. Isaiah gave this message to the people of Israel
when they were in exile in Babylon. TheyÕd been there for
70 years and were losing confidence in the God who was
to deliver them to their own land.  

Isaiah is reminding them that this is not the end of the journey and that they can
have confidence in their God to fulfil his promises for the future.    This message is

as relevant to us today as it was to the Israelites thou-
sands of years ago. It helps us to rediscover the living
certainties of GodÕs Word in times of trouble. 

Today, Bible Society is bringing the knowledge of the
fact that you can count on GodÕs word to millions of
people around the world, including migrant workers
both at home and abroad.
And for us in the UK, itÕs also a wonderful reminder of
the security we can find in GodÕs word during the
recession. Uncertainty seems to reign around us, but
GodÕs promises to us still hold firm. 
We can count on them.  

So we hope you will join us on the 25th of this month as we observe Bible Sunday
in this church. We hope that it will be a blessing to you.  And, by being part of this
national event you are also helping to bring the transforming Word of God to millions
of people around the world. And thatÕs priceless. 

ÒIsaiah is reminding
them that this is 
not the end of the
journey and that

they can have 
confidence in their

God to fulfil his
promises for the

future.Ó



Lo v e i n  a  b o x . . .

MeritaÕs story 
Merita, aged two, was running 
and jumping around, eager to 

receive a shoe box at the Roma 
camp in Bar, Montenegro. 
Merita lives with her mum 

and older sister, Sylvia, on the 
edge of a rubbish tip. The girls 
arenÕt allowed to go to school 
and never receive presents, 
so today was a special day 

indeed!  
Her mother helped Merita 

open the box as she excitedly 
hopped up and down. Merita is 
often found playing ball games 
with the other children living on 

the camp, so she was especially 
pleased to receive a ball of 

her own and some sunglasses, 
which she wore proudly from 

that point on. Sylvia loved 
her scarf and smiled, saying: 

ÒThank you very much for 
sending presents. Thank you 

for remembering usÓ.

Put some of your Christmas into a shoe box Ð
and send it to a child in need!

Big things can travel well in small packages.
When you start planning your Christmas this
year, why not plan to share some of the joy and
fun? For hundreds of thousands of desperately
needy children, there will be no Christmas com-
ing at all in 2009 Ð unless you send it to them.
In a shoe box.

Operation Christmas Child is a project run by
SamaritanÕs Purse International, a Christian relief
and development charity.  Our church is one of
thousands of churches that have taken part in
the project - last year we sent over 100 shoe
boxes and many more additional gifts.

For many of these children, the shoe box is
the first Christmas present they have ever
received. The shoe boxes are given uncondition-
ally, regardless of nationality, political back-
ground or religious beliefs.

So Ð how do you send Christmas to a child in
a shoe box? ItÕs easy! Simply take an empty
shoe box, wrap it in gift paper (lid and box sepa-
rately) and fill it with toys, educational supplies,
hats and scarves and other items that will bring
joy to a childÕs life. Then simply bring it back to
church on or before Sunday 8th November.
To make an even bigger impact why not involve
your whole family, neighbours and friends?
You can pick up a leaflet from the back of the
church - and donÕt forget, you donÕt need to fill a
whole box - individual items are just as 
welcome.

Operation Christmas Child is the world's
largest children's Christmas project. Since 1990
the project has brought the joy of Christmas to
more than 55 million boys and girls throughout
the world. Visit www.samaritanspurse.uk.com
for more information.



Copy Deadline Magazine copy for the November edition is needed by Sunday
17th October and will be distributed on Friday 23rd Octoberber. Items may be
left in the red tray on the table at the back of the church or sent by e-mail to:
kate.carnegie@virgin.net. 

Sunday School thanks
Jane and Judith would like to say a big thank

you for the lovely ÔFarewell from Sunday
SchoolÕ service and lunch.  It was real joy to

see so many present and previous young peo-
ple.  The gifts, cards and amazing bouquets

were much appreciated.  We thank God for the
opportunty we have had to teach these young
people.  Sunday School (now Sunday Club)
will continue under the leadership of Sue

Leonard Williams and her team of helpers.

Thank you
I would like to thank all the 
wonderful people who prayed for
me and gave me so much 
support during the last 3 months.
The prayers, cards and letters were
a great help and, IÕm 
convinced, saved my foot.  
It was touch and go for so long.
what a great community it is that
we live in, with so many caring
people.  thank you also for the sup-
port you gave John and the meals
provided. 

Jean Scholar

BillÕs f arewell
BillÕs will return on Thursday 1st  October f or our

7.00 Harvest  Service 
f ollowed by f arewell supper in t he Old School.
All welcome. I f  you can help by bringing some f ood

along, please contact  Jane Coumbe (370372).
I f  you have not  yet  signed BillÕs leaving card, youÕll f ind it  at  t he

back of  t he church unt il 1st  October.

ItÕs Time for Tea - and youÕre invited!
Saturday October 11th will see our next Fun
Club which will support the wonderful charity
ÔCommpassionÕ. Children can come along
between 2 and 4 pm for a fun cookery work-
shop to make sandwiches, cakes and biscuits.
Anyone can join them at 4.30 pm to enjoy eat-
ing the sumptuous feast they have prepared.
So if you fancy tea on Sat. 10th - come along
and see us at the Old School at around 4.30
pm - all proceeds will go to support children
through ÔCompassionÕ.  

Pastoral Ministry Team Anyone in need of a friendly visit following a recent 
difficulty or just feeling a little low, please contact the Pastoral Ministry Team on the 
following numbers: Marilyn Elliott 363307, Jan Parsons 370319 or 07969 909 209 or
fill in a request in one of the information cards found in the church, post office and
school and post it in the Contributions Box in the back of the church or hand it to any
of the clergy or pastoral team.  We will respond as soon as possible. 
We are also available for prayer requests and the prayer circle will pray confidentially
until the difficulty is over.



Blast from the past
Sue Watts has received a lovely
note from Penny Robinson (who
retired from running the Post Office
some 14 years ago).  Penny said
ÒThanks for your kind attention in
sending me the Parish Magazine
for so many years and do pass on
our reguards to all who kept our
business up and running extremely
successfully from 1983 - 1996.Ó
Consider it done!

Gideons South East Cornwall Branch
invite you to

The Friends Gideon Rally

Saturday 10th October 7.30 pm
at Liskeard Methodist Church Hall.

Andrew Mewham will be speaking about
his recent visit to Nigeria.

Refreshments will be provided.
For further information contact Jonathan

Delbridge on 342957

Churchyard Working Party
ItÕs time to prepare the churchyard
for Winter.  There will be a working
party on Thursday 15th October
from 5pm for trimming, path edging,
pruning and generally tidying up so
do bring chain saws, strimmers, 
loppers and other implements that
might help.  All are welcome.  
If you might also be able to help on
a more regular basis please contact
Ali on 370187.

Christmas Bazaar 
Saturday 28th November in church

9.30 am - 12.00 noon
Put it in your diary!

Can you help with any of the following?:
- providing goods for us to sell; Mincemeat,
jams, fruit cakes, unwanted gifts, nearly new
toys, wreaths, table decorations, tree 
decorations, holly etc
- do you have time to help organise the event,
co-ordinate craft/goods providers in advance or
set up tables and man stalls on the day?

Please leave your items at the back of the
church or call Lisa (370059) to offer help.

Thank you.

Making Christmas Special
Are you thinking about who might come for Christmas this year? Perhaps you would
like to make it a bit different. Some of the adults from overseas who are currently
studying at UK universities would love to spend a couple of days in a real home,
rather than on a deserted campus. It is interesting to share Christmas with people
for whom it is all quite new (many international students are from China, for exam-
ple). HOST has been linking students with hospitable volunteers for 22 years, at
Christmas and also one-off weekends throughout the year. HOST is a registered
charity backed by the Foreign Office and many universities. It is not necessary for
hosts to live near a university, as students are prepared to travel far for this unique
experience! See www.hostuk.org or call Margaret Stevens, who has been HOST's
voluntary regional organiser in Cornwall since 1990, on 01326 341212. Thank you!



If youÕve been watching the BBC programme ÕThe ChoirÕ you cannot fail to have been
inspired. In this programme choir master, Gareth Malone, attempts to put together a
choir in a rundown housing estate in Hertforshire. South Oxhey doesnÕt strike you as
the sort of place that would welcome a choirmaster Ð especially not one like the 34-
year-old, grammar school-educated Gareth.  But the main obstacle he had to over-
come was not what they thought of him, but their preconceived notions about them-
selves.
For anyone who has not studied music, the prospect of singing in harmony in a choir,
seems to many to be completely out of reach.  The hardest job Gareth had was to
persuade people to come along in the first place.  Once they did, they found not only
that singing was fun, but were amazed at the wonderful sound they could produce.
Timid at first, they quickly and visibly grew in confidence. Despite themselves, they
were thrilled. You canÕt help rooting for these people, and feeling a rush of pleasure
when the least musical among them find, to their astonishment, what a joy communal
singing can be.
So inspired have I been by this programme that IÕm going to stick my neck out: IÕve
found a brilliant (and not too taxing) piece of music and have booked a slot in our own
Carol Service!  All I need now is some people who fancy having a go to say theyÕll
join me for this one off event!  You donÕt have to be able to read music and you donÕt
have to be confident in your voice - all you need is some enthusiasm and courage to
give it a go (of course good singers are welcome too!).
I canÕt pretend to be a great choir master, but I believe we can do it!  As you can see
from the service list below, we have until 20th December - so plenty of time.
Rehearsal time will be set to suit those who fancy giving it a go.  Please do, you have
nothing to loose and are guaranteed a good time!  Contact Kathryn on 370187 or
catch up with me in church.

I n sp i r ed  b y  B B CÕs ÔTh e Ch o i r Õ

Christmas Services
Sunday 29th November - Advent Sunday
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
11.15 am All age Advent Service
Sunday 20th December
8.00 am   Holy Communion (BCP)
11.15 am Family Service featuring Nativity Play
6.30 pm Carol Service

followed by wine and mince pies
Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve
10-12 am in church  Christingle workshop
4.30 pm Christingle service
11.30 pm Midnight Communion - (Order One)
Friday 25th December - Christmas Day
8.00 am    Holy Communion BCP
10.30 am  Family Service





As we went too press this month, we heard of the sudden death of our dear friend
Pam Davidson.  Pam has been a faithful and active member of our church family for
many years and has also played a big role in the development and distribution of this
magazine.  We dedicate our prayer this month to Pam.

Into the darkness and warmth of the earth
We lay you dow n

Into the sadness and smiles of our memories
We lay you dow n

Into the cycle of living and dying and rising again
We lay you dow n

May you rest in peace, in fulfilment, in loving
May you run st raight  hom e into GodÕs em brace.

Into the freedom of wind and sunshine
We let  you go

Into the dance of the stars and the planets
We let  you go

Into the windÕs breath and the hands of the star maker
We let  you go

We love you, we miss you, we want you to be happy
Go safely, go dancing, go running hom e.

Ruth Burgess

O God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good things:

grant that we, who have shared at this table

as strangers and pilgrims here on earth,

may with all thy saints be welcomed

to the heavenly feast in the day of thy kingdom;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen.

Co l l ec t

Pr a y er  o f  t h e m o n t h



Thursday 1st October 7.00 pm - Harvest Service 
followed by Bill! s Farewell supper at the Old School.

Sunday 4th October - Harvest Festival
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Harvest Festival Family Parade Service

Wednesday 7th October 7.30 pm - Fellowship at Sheepscombe

Saturday 10th October - Tea Time at the Old School
2 - 4 pm Children!s cookery workshop
4.30 pm Tea is served for all at the Old School

Sunday 11th October - Trinity 18
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP

11.15am Holy Communion Order One
4.00 pm Bill is made a Canon at Truro Cathedral

Wednesday 14th October - 7.30 pm Fellowship at Beal!s Farm
Saturday 17th October 9 -12 - Storybox in the Old School

Sunday 18th October - Trinity 19
8.00am   Holy Communion Order One
11.15am Holy Communion BCP
6.30 pm Youth Service

Wednesday 21st October - 7.30 pm Fellowship at Beal!s Farm

Sunday 25th October - Bible Sunday and Gift Day
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Morning Worship
6.30 pm Informal Holy Communion 

Wednesday 28th October - 7.30 pm Fellowship at Sheepscombe

Wh a t Õs o n . . .  
Every week this month :
Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church
Wed 9.00 am  WOW parent and toddler group
Fri 7.30 pm  Singing Group meets at the Brocklebank!s house


