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Dear Friends,

Harvest Festival falls a little late this year Ð at the beginning of October Ð and
though we couldnÕt have known it when the plans were made, perhaps this isnÕt a
bad thing. It has given farmers a few more days to salvage what they can from the
devastation caused by the unrelenting summer rain. It has, by any standards, been
an exceptionally difficult and frustrating Harvest, made the more painful by the
promise of tremendous yields apparent in early July.  As more than one farmer has
said ÒIt is the best harvest I never hadÓ.

Yet, as ever, we shall celebrate Harvest Festival and we shall give thanks to God for
His provision. Unlike many across the world weÕll not go hungry as a result of crop
failure. We may have to dig a bit deeper in our pockets to put food on the table, but
weÕll still continue to enjoy the wonderful diversity of produce both local and global.
Our farmers, with their customary resilience, learned over years of fluctuating for-
tunes, will grit their teeth and plough on (literally and metaphorically!) hoping and
praying for kinder conditions next year. 

Yes, we shall give thanks for the Harvest; itÕs a matter of faith and trust. In times of
abundance, it is easy to forget the delicate balance of factors which allows growth,
easy to take for granted the miracle of multiplication which takes place when a seed
is planted. When the harvest is poor, or a struggle, we are reminded once more of
our dependence on forces beyond our control and humbled by our reliance on God
as Provider and Sustainer. That is why we give thanks in all circumstances. The Old
Testament prophet Habakkuk assured the people: 

ÒThough the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Saviour.Ó (Hab 3:17-18)

We still have so much to be thankful
for, so come and celebrate, together
with those who work the land on our
behalf, the faithfulness of our God.

R ec t o r Õs r o u n d - u p



PATRICK OKOROAFOR
Patrick Okoroafor was just 14
years old when he was arrested
in May 1995.  Two years later, he
was sentenced to death for rob-
bery, along with six others.  He did not have the
right to appeal and was reported to have been tor-
tured while in police detention.

In 2001, PatrickÕs sentence of death was pro-
nounced Òillegal, null and voidÓ, but he was never
released and remains locked up Òduring the pleas-
ure of the Imo StateÓ.  Patrick is therefore in indefi-
nite detention in Aba prison, Abia State, Nigeria and

has already spent half of his life there. 

Patrick has never committed any crime. His brother stated that he only went to
the police station because the police wanted to inspect a car their mother had
bought from one of the other suspects. It was then that they arrested him. The
family tried to obtain his release but the police refused
going on to torture Patrick  by beating him and pulling
out his teeth with pliers.  He was just 14.

Along with one of the other six co-defendants,
Chidiebere Onuoha, who was 15 at the time of arrest,
Patrick petitioned for clemency on grounds of age.  On
18th July 1997, PatrickÕs sentence was commuted to life
imprisonment but Chieiebere Onuoha and the five other
men were publically executed.
Prison has also had serious consequences for PatrickÕs
health; he suffers from asthma attacks described by
prison authorities as Òfrequent and life-threateningÓ and
his condition Òworsens dailyÓ.  In November 2001, Patrick pleaded for pardon,
writing, ÒThe tribunal ritual was a nightmare to me because IÕm totally innocent
of the charges levelled against me.  I have spent these years of undeserved
incarceraiton crying, praying and readingÓ.  His plea was rejected by the Imo
State Governor in March 2002.

Please pray for Patrick to be released. Amnesty International, the Nigerian Bar
Association and Nigerian NGOs are also calling for the same. Please also pray for
all those imprisoned unjustly and remain unknown.

A m n est y  I n t er n a t i o n a l



After lurching from one military coup to another,
Nigeria now has an elected leadership. But it
faces the growing challenge of preventing
Africa's most populous country from breaking
apart along ethnic and religious lines.
Political liberalisation ushered in by the return
to civilian rule in 1999 has allowed militants
from religious and ethnic groups to express
their frustrations more freely, and with 
increasing violence.

Thousands of people have died over the past few years in communal rivalry.
Separatist aspirations have been growing, prompting reminders of the bitter civil
war over the breakaway Biafran republic in the late 1960s.

The imposition of Islamic law in several
states has embedded divisions and
caused thousands of Christians to flee.
Inter-faith violence is said to be rooted 
in poverty, unemployment and the 
competition for land.
The government is striving to boost the
economy, which experienced an oil boom
in the 1970s and is once again benefiting
from high prices on the world market.
But progress has been undermined by
corruption and mismanagement.
The former British colony is one of the
world's largest oil producers, but the
industry has produced unwanted side
effects.
The trade in stolen oil has fuelled 
violence and corruption in the Niger delta
- the home of the industry. 
Few Nigerians, including those in oil-
producing areas, have benefited from the
oil wealth.
Nigeria is keen to attract foreign 
investment but is hindered in this quest
by security concerns as well as by a
shaky infrastructure troubled by power
cuts

N i g er i a  -  c o u n t r y  p r o f i l e

Nigeria - at a glance

Full name: The Federal Republic of Nigeria
Population: 148 million (UN, 2007)
Capital: Abuja
Largest city: Lagos
Area: 923,768 sq km (356,669 sq miles)
Major languages: English (official),
Yoruba, 
Ibo, Hausa
Major religions: Islam, Christianity, 
indigenous beliefs
Life expectancy: 46 (men), 47 (women) 
Politics: People's Democratic Party (PDP)
has dominated since the return to civilian
rule in 1999. President Yar'Adua is under
pressure to fulfil promises to fight 
corruption.
Economy: Nigeria is Africa's leading oil 
producer; more than half of its people live
in poverty

International: Nigeria plays a prominent
role in African affairs; has withdrawn
troops from oil-rich Bakassi peninsula
to settle border dispute with Cameroon.



U m z i m v u b u  u pd a t e

Ramohlakoana Respite Centre Appeal

Many of you will remember the uplifting Umzimvubu service held at Stoke Climsland
Parish Church in February of this year to raise funds for our sister diocese in South
Africa.  At the time, Bishop Roy mentioned hopes of building an AIDS respite centre.

Our diocese has recently announced the launch of an appeal for £17,000 to convert
an old Rectory in the St Paul's Parish into a Respite Centre giving care for those
dying of HIV/AIDS in this area.  Under the guidance and passion of Fr Peter Lekena,
his wife Cindy and their dedicated team of care givers, this redundant building will
become a centre of God's love and compassion.

On the right are some details of the
things that will hopefully be purchased
with the money that people will be rais-
ing.  The local Mother's Union have
committed themselves to raising all the
equipment needed for the kitchen but
everything else is still up for grabs. 

In February, we raised over £500 for
Umzimvubu.  Therefore, mindful of cur-
rent financial demands on us all, we
are not fund-raising on an official level.
Many people ask if we have had an
update on Umzimvubu and this article
is meant to serve that purpose.  

However, if you would like any more information or would like to pledge your support
for an item, you can contact the Revd David Michael on 01726 851923 or
sd.michael@tiscali.co.uk.  Alternatively, I am happy to collect any funds on a local
level and forward them to the Diocese as I did earlier in the year.

Through the notice sheet and announcements in church, you may be aware that Fr
Peter and Cindy Lekena visited our diocese during September.  WeÕll update you on
his visit in future issues.

Lisa Chaffer

Items needed:

Roofing 2 lots of £1,500    £3,000    
Guttering 2 lots of £ 500  £1,000
Beds 30 lots of £35   £1,050    
Tables & chairs 4 lots of £175     £700   
Heaters 3 lots of £15 £45
Office equipment: £250
desk £80, chair £60, 
cabinet £60, cabinet £50
New windows 10 lots of £ 100  £1,000
Furnitur e:
3-piece suite £300,  tv £ 250, £700
tv stand £ 30,  hi-fi £ 120 :

Following the Umzimvubu service in Bodmin,
I now have items for sale to support our sister diocese:

Christmas card packs of 10 - £4, 
Tea towels decorated by Umzimvubu children - £4.00, 

Jute/hessian bags with Hippo motif - £4.00

Catch up with me at 11.15 services.



If God decided to pay you a visit on this earth, what would he come as? 
Would he be an old man with a flowing white beard, or would he choose some-
thing that would challenge your preconceptions a bit
more?  
Well thatÕs exactly the scenario depicted in a book
that has taken the US by storm, reaching the New
York Times No. 1, and has just been published in the
UK.
The book by William Young, follows the story of an
ordinary man through a crisis in his life that reveals
the opportunity to explore directly with God the 
fundamental questions of life, death, forgiveness and
sacrifice.

I have read many 
books in my time as
editor of this maga-
zine but this is the
first time I have felt
compelled to write
about one.  I have
never come across
a book that explains
thoelogy in such a powerful and dramatic way.

It cannot fail to touch the heart of all who read
it and is a huge mission opportunity.  

If you only read one book this year - make it
this one, and there are certainly several people I
know who will be receiving it for Christmas!

Copies are available from Launceston Christian
book shop and will be on sale at the special
ÔKingdom ComeÕ service on the evening of 14th
November at the Duchy College.

Ch r i st i a n  b o o k  r ea c h es N o .  1  i n  U S l i si t i n g s!

ÒWhen the imagi -
nation of a writer
and the passion
of a theologian
cross-fertilize the
result is a novel
on the order of
The Shack. This
book has the
potential to do
for our genera -
tion what John
BunyanÕs
PilgrimÕs
Progress did for
his. ItÕs that
good!Ó
Eugene Peterson 

ÒDonÕt miss this!  
If thereÕs a better
book out there cap -
turing GodÕs engag -
ing nature and his
ability to crawl into
our darkest night -
mare with his love,
light and healing,
IÕve not seen it. For
the most ardent
believer or newest
spiritual seeker, the
shack is a must-
read.Ó
Wayne Jacobsen, author
of So You DonÕt Want to
Go to Church Anymore



Lo v e i n  a  b o x . . .

Delivering boxes in Serbia:
There were over a hundred 
smiling faces waiting in expecta-
tion for the boxes to arrive.
Some children could not wait to
rip the paper from their boxes,
while others tried to make the
moment last longer by holding on
to their boxes and watching other
open theirs first. It is an over-
whelming experience to watch
children open their boxes, their
excitement and joy is so 
genuine. 

Imagine
A little girl of eight who has never
even seen a Barbie doll before Ð
and strokes the doll's long hair in

wonder.

A little boy who has never owned
a toy car in his life Ð and spins

the wheels in fascination.

A girl of nine who has never
seen herself in a mirror before Ð
and makes little faces at herself

in amazement.

Put some of your Christmas into a shoe box Ð
and send it to a child in need!

Big things can travel well in small packages.
When you start planning your Christmas this
year, why not plan to share some of the joy and
fun? For hundreds of thousands of desperately
needy children, there will be no Christmas com-
ing at all in 2008 Ð unless you send it to them.
In a shoe box.

Operation Christmas Child is a project run by
SamaritanÕs Purse International, a Christian relief
and development charity. Last year 1.247 million
needy children in Eastern Europe, the former
Soviet Union and Africa received shoe boxes
from children, families and individuals in the UK.
Our church is one of thousands of churches that
have taken part in the project - last year we sent
over 100 shoe boxes and many more additional
gifts..

For many of these children, the shoe box is
the first Christmas present they have ever
received. The shoe boxes are given uncondition-
ally, regardless of nationality, political back-
ground or religious beliefs.

So Ð how do you send Christmas to a child in
a shoe box? ItÕs easy! Simply take an empty
shoe box, wrap it in gift paper (lid and box sepa-
rately) and fill it with toys, educational supplies,
hats and scarves and other items that will bring
joy to a childÕs life. Then sipmly bring it back to
church on or before Sunday 9th November.
To make an even bigger impact why not involve
your whole family, neighbours and friends?
You can pick up a leaflet from the back of the
church - and donÕt forget, you donÕt need to fill a
whole box - individual items are just as 
welcome.

Operation Christmas Child is the world's
largest children's Christmas project. Since 1990
the project has brought the joy of Christmas to
more than 54 million boys and girls throughout
the world. Visit www.samaritanspurse.uk.com
for more information.



Wi d er  w ed d i n g  w el co m e fo r  co u pl es

Thousands of couples dreaming of a church
wedding will find more churches to choose
from as of 1st October 2008 - the day when
the new Church of England Marriage Measure
comes into effect.
It means that the Church of England's net-
work of 16,000 churches - ancient or mod-
ern, intimate or grand, simple or spectacular
- can offer a wider wedding welcome than at
any time in the Church's history.

The Marriage Measure completed its parlia-
mentary process this summer. 
Up until now, the law established the right for
a couple to marry in the parish church where
one or both of them live, whether they are baptised or not, and whether they
are churchgoers are not. To marry in any other parish required a special
licence or six months of regular attendance followed by entry on the local
church electoral roll.

But the new laws, initiated by the Church of England and now approved by
Parliament, have added to this right of residency, making it just as easy for 
couples to marry in a church where they have a family or other special con-
nection, even if they don't live there.

The General Synod decided that the existing laws were too restrictive in a
mobile society and took the initiative to change them last July. Synod wanted
churches all over England to be free to celebrate more weddings and support
more marriages.

The changes will mean an engaged couple are welcome to be married in
church in a parish if just one of these applies:� one of them was baptised or
prepared for confirmation in the parish;� one of them has ever lived in the
parish for six months or more; � one of them has at any time regularly
attended public worship in the parish for six months or more; � one of their
parents has lived in the parish for six months or more in their child's life-
time;�  one of their parents has regularly attended public worship there for
six months or more in their child's lifetime;   their parents or grandparents
were married in the parish.



A  R ec i pe f o r  Su c c ess!

Stoke Climsland Church Recipe Book

CanÕt think what to give Aunt Agatha for Christmas? A reminder that the Recipe
Book is still on sale either at the Post Office or after church services, and would
make a very acceptable Christmas present for any friend or relation. All proceeds
will go to the Organ Restoration Fund, and so far we have raised about £1300
from the sale of these books. As you may have seen the organ is in the process
of being restored, and it is hoped that it will be in good working order for
Christmas.

You wonÕt find this recipe in the book, but you might like to work out the 
ingredients. Any child who can work it out, will get a small prize! But remember
it is a recipe from a Second World War book so you will have to use the
Authorised Version as the modern translations give a slightly different version.

Bible cake: 
1. 225g (1/2 lb) Judges Ch.5 v.25 (last clause)
2. 225g (1/2 lb) Jeremiah Ch.6 v.20
3. 15 ml (1 tbls) 1 Samuel Ch.15 v.25
4. 3 of Jeremiah Ch.17 v.11
5. 225g (1/2 lb) 1 Samuel Ch.30 v.12
6. 225g (1/2 lb) Nahum Ch.3 v.12
7. 50g (2 oz) Numbers Ch.17 v.8
8. 450g (1 lb) 1 Kings Ch.4 v.22
9. Season to taste with 2 Chronicles
Ch.9 v.9
10. A pinch of Leviticus Ch.2 v.13
11. 5 ml (l tsp) Amos Ch.4 v.5
12. 45 ml (3 tbls) Judges Ch.4 v.19
(Hint: ÔleavenÕ means Ôbaking powderÕ
and you may need to add some)
Exodus Ch.3 v.14 to moisten mixture)
Beat 1, 2 and 3 to a cream; add 4, one at a time, still beating then 5, 6 and 7,
and beat again. Add 8, 9, 10 and 11 having previously mixed them, and lastly
bake in a slow oven for 1 and 1/2 hours.

(From Ration Book Cookery produced by English Heritage, and originally from the
"Olio" Cookery Book)

Mary Sommerville





Historic Churches Trust
Many thanks to all those who supported last
monthÕs walk and cycle for the Cornish Churches
Historic Trust. Four walked from Upton Cross to
Stoke, collecting a few more at Rilla Mill and
Gabrielle worked really hard, in her marathon 10
hour cycle ride! - Well done Gabrielle!  All had a
really enjoyable day and raised £150 - 50% goes to
the trust and balance is split between the two
churches.

Marilyn Elliott

A Stranger for Christmas
Visits from strangers at Christmas began with  shepherds turning up at a

Bethlehem stable, and continued with the arrival of  wise men from a foreign land.
You could carry on this tradition, by inviting  an international student to spend
Christmas in your home. HOST is a well-established charity, backed by the

Foreign Office and many universities, which links adults studying in the UK with
hospitable volunteers throughout  Britain. Guests come from all over the world,
including many from China. They speak English, are keen to share their own 

culture, while longing to know more about our way of life. Welcoming a student
who might otherwise spend Christmas  on a deserted campus, fosters 

international understanding, and will make  Christmas special. 
See www.hostuk.org <http://www.hostuk.org/>  or call Margaret  Stevens, 

HOST's voluntary organiser in Cornwall, on 01326 341212, for more information.
HOST arranges visits throughout the year, so if your 'inn' is full this Christmas, you

can still offer an invitation at another time.

Call for Choir 
Yes, Christmas is fast approaching and we are starting choir practice for our
Carol Service.  Practices will be on Sundays at 4.00 pm in church starting
Sunday 12th October.  New voices are always very welcome, regardless of age
or experience - why not come and give it a try for a session? 

Thank you
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone for their cards, e-mails,
phone calls and prayers.  I have been over
whelmed but have appreciated them all.
Unfortunately I am still under going tests,
but hope they will soon have found the
problem and solved it so I can be on my
way home.  Joan Cook

Kingdom Come
A key date for your dairy is
the evening of 14th
November at 7,30 pm
when a special service of
joint churches will be held
at Duchy College as part
of Hope 08.  This special
service of worhsip and
praise will also feature
Callington Community
Gospel Choir and promises
to be an evening not to be
missed!



Pastoral Ministry Team
Anyone in need of a friendly visit following a recent difficulty or just feeling a little low, please
contact the Pastoral Ministry Team on the following numbers: Bill Stuart-White 370501 Jan
Parsons 370319 or 07969 909 209 or fill in a request in one of the information cards
found in the church, post office and school and post it in the Contributions Box in the back
of the church or hand it to any of the clergy or pastoral team.  We will respond as soon as
possible. We are also available for prayer requests and the prayer circle will pray 
confidentially until the difficulty is over.

Copy Deadline Magazine copy for the November edition is needed by Sunday
19th October and will be distributed on Friday 24th October. Items may be left
in the red tray on the table at the back of the church or sent by e-mail to: 
kate.carnegie@virgin.net.

For women 
- a day of inspiring seminars, worship, pamper sessions

and a special performance by the Pearl of Africa Children!s Choir.

Saturday 1st November
Women!s conference:  9.30am Ð 4pm

Evening Celebration:  7.30pm Ð 9.30pm
Central Methodist, Castle Street, Launceston

£20 or £15 concessions 
Ð price includes lunch, vegetarian option available
To book, please ring Jill Duke on 01566 770689

Inspir ed

Heart

Conference

2008

Knowing Jesus
Fancy getting to know Jesus a bit better?  Your chance comes in
November.  Why not join us for 4 weeks to explore the Emmaus
course !Knowing Jesus".  
The course will run on Thursday evenings at 7,30 pm on 6th, 13th,

27th Nov and 4th Dec. at Higher Pempwell, home of Ali and
Kathryn Carnegie and will be run by Bill Stuart-White. Bill says
ÒThis is one of my favourite of all the Emmaus courses and I am
really looking forward to sharing it with as many of you as can
come along.Ó  To find out more or book yourself on the course call
Ali & Kathryn 370187 or Bill 370501.



Lord, we beseech thee, grant thy people grace to
withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh,
and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to
follow thee the only God;  through Jesus Christ

our Lord.   Amen.

Co l l ec t

THE HARVEST PRAYER

Please be gentle with yourself and others.
We are all children of chance,

And none can say why some fields blossom
While others lay brown beneath the harvest sun.

Take hope that your season will come.
Share the joy of those whose season is at hand.

Care for those around you.
Look past your differences.

Their dreams are no less than yours,
Their choices in life no more easily made.

And give.
Give in any way you can.

Give in every way you can.
Give whatever you possess.

Give from your heart.
To give is to love.

To withhold is to wither.
Care less for the size of your harvest

than for how it is shared,
And your life will have meaning
And your heart will have peace.

Anonymous 17th Century Sermon

Pr a y er  o f  t h e m o n t h



Wednesday 7.30 pm Fellowship at Sheepscombe

Thursday 2nd October
7.00 pm Harvest Praise Service
Followed by cider and pasties in the Village Hall

Sunday 5th October - Harvest Festival
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
11.15 am Harvest Family Service and Parade
Followed by Harvest Lunch in the Old School

Wednesday 7.30 pm Fellowship at Beal!s Farm

Sunday 12th October - Trinity 21
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
11.15 am Morning Worship
6.30 pm Informal Worship

Wednesday  7.30 pm Fellowship at Beal!s Farm

Sunday 19th October - Trinity 22
8.00 am Holy Communion Order One
11.15 am Holy Communion BCP
6.30 pm Youth Service

Tuesday 7.30 pm PCC Meeting at the Rectory
Wednesday 7.30 pm Fellowship at Beal!s Farm
Thursday 8.00 pm BOB meets at Social Club

Sunday 26th October - Bible Sunday
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
11.15 am  Family Service
6.30 pm Informal Communion

Wednesday 7.30 pm Fellowship at Beal!s Farm

Every week this month:
Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church
Wed 9.00 am  WOW parent and toddler group
Fri 6.30 pm  Singing Group meets in Church 

Wh a t Õs o n . . .  


