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My letter this month takes the form of an excerpt from my Rector’s Report to the
Annual meeting on April 27th. 

Last year we were glad to welcome Marilyn Elliott as our new Curate. I have
enjoyed working with a colleague again and am delighted with the ways in which
Marilyn’s ministry is developing. It will be a joy to see her ordained as Priest at St
Melor’s, Linkinhorne on July 4th – though I’m hoping that there won’t be too much
significance to the event taking place on Independence Day!

2008 was designated the year of Hope ’08, with an emphasis on working locally,
ecumenically and evangelistically to extend God’s Kingdom. The “set-piece” activi-
ties of Hope ’08 for us were the opportunities to worship and celebrate together
with other local churches in two significant events at Duchy College. We also invited
Canon David White, the Diocesan Director of Mission, to come and lead us in a faith-
sharing course based at the Old School and involving participants from a number of
local churches. 

2009 has been designated the “Year of the Child”, but our activities related to this
are largely continuations of good work already underway in 2008. These include the
WOW Toddler Group, “Open the Book”, Fun Clubs and other seasonal celebrations
for children, as well as the Sunday Club and JAM provision for children and Young
people on Sundays. We are also in the process of deliberating the admission of
Children to Communion. 

Otherwise we continued to work through our Forward Plan, with its threefold
focus on Looking Up, Looking In and Looking Out. It is worth reminding ourselves
once again about the shared values on which these plans were based. These
include the primacy of Worship, not just in our Church Services but in our personal
lives, seeking to be people who are growing in faith and discipleship. They continue
with a stress on Community, valuing, including and encouraging all the members of
Christ’s family and they lead to a working out of the Kingdom of God, as we seek to
make a difference by living as Christians in a world that has by and large forgotten
its creator.

As we look forward into the present year, it is clear that there are plenty of chal-
lenges ahead – not least financial ones, as the pressures on individual household
budgets are felt right up to the national level of the Church. The uncertainty of the
present times affects us as Church and as individual Christians, but it also gives us
an opportunity to live out these values that lie at the heart of the Gospel, to demon-
strate where our trust and reliance lies. We follow a Lord who has promised to go
before us and be with us wherever we go, and to bless those who follow his ways.
As one of the Collects has it “Without Christ we have nothing to hope for, with Christ
we have nothing to fear” – so let us face all the chal-
lenges of the coming months secure in the confidence
of His love and grace, and confident that through His
Spirit and through us, His people, He can shed light
and healing into a dark and hurting world.

R ec t o r ’ s r o u n d - u p



At a recent Amnesty International AGM a resolution calling for
greater emphasis on the rights of the child was passed 
unanimously. A fitting year for such developments it is too, as
this year is the 20th anniversary of the UN’s convention on the
Rights of the Child and also links to our own Year of the Child
within our Christian community. The following highlights why it is so necessary to do
all we can in our fight for justice for all children of every race, creed or gender. It is
not happy reading!

Aisha Ibrahim Duhulow, a child of just 13, was killed
on Monday 27 November last year by a group of 50
men who stoned her to death in front of around 1000
spectators in the southern port of Kismayo, Somalia.
She was accused of adultery in breach of Islamic law,
but her father and other sources told Amnesty that she
had in fact been raped by 3 men.  They attempted to
report this rape to the Al-Shabab militia who control
Kismayo, and it was this act that resulted in her being
accused of adultery and detained. None of the men
accused of rape were arrested. Aisha had only arrived
in this region 3 months previously having been in a
refugee camp in north eastern Kenya. When detained
by the authorities she was reported to have been 
highly distressed with some saying she had become
mentally unstable.

On Radio Shabelle a person called Sheik Hayakalah, was quoted as saying that
the evidence had come from her and she had officially confirmed her guilt; she was
happy with the punishment under Islamic law. In contradiction to this claim, a 
number of eyewitnesses have told Amnesty that she struggled with her captors and
had to be forcibly carried into the stadium for stoning. Militia members were 
reported to have opened fire when some of the witnesses to the killing attempted to
save her life, and shot dead a boy who was a bystander. A truckload of stones was
brought into the stadium and the stoning commenced. At one point nurses were
instructed to check whether Aisha was still alive when buried in the ground. They
removed her from the ground, declared that she was, and Aisha was replaced in the
hole where she had been buried for the stoning to continue.

Amnesty campaigns to end such cruelties and against the discrimination against
women. Many speak out and face death threats and killings as a result. Let us pray
for their work, their safety and for the eventual overthrow of such groups who wage
campaigns of intimidation, fear and hatred. Let us pray also for Aisha’s family, that
Christ’s love will overcome their darkness.

A m n est y  I n t er n a t i o n a l



Somalia has hit the news recently with
reports of ship piracy at sea.  However, as
the BBC’s Roger Middleton argues, piracy is
just a symptom of a bigger problem.

The risks of piracy mean little to people
accustomed to violence.  Searching for satel-
lite images of the pirate village of Eyl in
Somalia, you are confronted not with palaces

and piles of arms but a few crumbling houses and rows of battered boats along the
beach. Even here, where pirate millions first reach Somalia,
desperate poverty is everywhere and insecurity is the norm.
US President Barack Obama has said that Somali piracy must
be brought under control. But the world's attention is for the
most part fixed on the ocean, while the real challenges lie
ashore.
What we are seeing in the Gulf of Aden and western Indian

Ocean is just the visible tip of a complex web of challenges
inside Somalia, a web that reaches across the country, the
region and the world.

Somalia is one of the poorest, most violent, least stable
countries anywhere on Earth. It suffers from severe drought
and its people face hunger and violence on a daily basis. This is
not a new situation, Somalia, especially the south, has been in
this state for many years.

The risks associated with piracy
can be seen as little worse than
those faced every day.  What is
new is that the world is now once
again concerned with the goings
on of this collapsed state.

Somalis have learnt to live in circumstances under which
many might be expected to give up. In the face of overwhelm-
ing adversity they have created thriving businesses, operating
entirely in the informal sector, and hospitals built and maintained with money sent
home by the diaspora.
However, people who have been forgotten by the world and who hear of toxic waste
being dumped on their beaches and foreigners stealing their fish have difficulty
being concerned when representatives of that world are held to ransom.
And for many who have grown up surrounded by constant insecurity and bloodshed,
violence and the risk of death are unexceptional hazards.
For this reason the current attempts to fight piracy from the sea are only dealing
with symptoms. They do not address the reasons why young men are prepared to
risk their lives chasing ships around the ocean.

So m a l i a  a n d  p i r a c y

Somalia is the scene of
arguably Africa's worst

humanitarian crisis: a third
of the population is 

dependant on food aid

FAST FACTS
Population

9 million
Capital

Mogadishu
Area

637,657 sq km
(246,201 sq miles)
Major Religion

Islam
Major Languages

Somali, Arabic,
Italian, English

Life Expectancy
47 yrs men, 

49 yrs women
Main exports

Livestock,
bananas, hides,

fish



Your Life, Your Choice: Learning to Listen to God's Voice

How can we can spend each day with an awareness of the presence of Jesus in
our lives?  As part of this we need to learn how to hear God's voice. God does
speak today; in our relationship with him, he prompts and leads us by his Holy
Spirit.

In a typical day, we are bombarded with sights and sounds which compete with
the still, small voice of God (1 Kings 19:12). We have to be able to filter out the
noise around in order to be able to distinguish what is really from God. As an illus-
tration consider the mobile phone. Through the Holy Spirit, God has access to us
24 hours a day. He dials our number and wants us to answer. But the ring on God's
phone is not deafening and it is possible not to hear the ring.  How many of us only
use our mobile phone to make a call to God each time we are in crisis and then
switch it off in between calls!  Even if we do have it switched on, we can also look
at the number and decide that we really don't want to hear from God. Again, we
may want to hear from him, but we have trouble understanding what he is saying. 

So how can we discern what God is saying to us?
It might be asked, 'If God were speaking to me, I'd

know about it.' However, we don't always know that it's
God, we can easily misunderstand what's being said or
presume its God when it isn't! Although he rarely
speaks in audible ways, God can guide our thoughts
by speaking directly to our hearts and minds. As Jesus
says himself:

'The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of 
his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for him, and
the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep fol-
low him because they know his voice.' John 10:2-4.

What is your experience of hearing God's voice? 
Think about times in the past when you were aware of God prompting

or leading you:

What was the context in which this took place?
How did you respond? What was the outcome?
What can you learn about the way God speaks to you?

In the light of these questions, ask God to show you how he might speak to you
today in any particular situation where you need his guidance.

Lea r n i n g  t o  l i st en  . . .

If communication
with God were made
using a mobile phone,
how many of us only
use it to make a call
to God when we are
in crisis and then

switch it off 
inbetween calls?! 



Here's a provocative question: do Christians really need to read the Bible? 

Yes, we can choose to follow Jesus without personally owning a copy or read-
ing it regularly; that was the experience of most believers until the invention of
printing made books widely available. It's still the case for Christians around the
world who cannot afford a Bible - or who simply cannot read.

Getting to know the Bible is part of growing into mature faith, though. The
Bible gives us the 'big picture' for what we believe: from the story of creation
right through to Jesus' death and resurrection, and the
promise of his return.

More than that, the Bible not only tells us about God,
but through the working of the Holy Spirit, it can
become God's word for us here and now. This means
that as we read it, we have to work out prayerfully how
to apply its teaching and values in our lives today.

A starting point is acquiring a translation that we find
readable - and if we have been reading the same
translation for a while, switching to a different one can
bring new insights into familiar verses. Most Christian
bookshops stock a range of Bible translations, and also
various Bible reference books, such as atlases and
handbooks. Study Bibles, where the background information and comment are
included on the same page as the passage, are a particularly helpful resource.
Daily reading notes and commentaries also offer different levels of help in
understanding the Bible.

These days, there is a wide choice of books and related resources to help
young people engage with the Bible. One recent publication from BRF, Girls for
God, is written especially for girls aged fifteen and upwards - and written by
somebody who is a teenager herself! Studying the Bible in a group can also be
very helpful for people of all ages, as it gives those taking part the chance to
learn from the insights and questions of others.

No, we don't have to read the Bible every day to be Christians - but if we
don't, we are missing out on so much, not least the chance to hear God speak-
ing to us through words written generations before, telling us that he loves us
and that he watches over our path.

(Naomi Starkey is BRF's Commissioning Editor for the adult list, and editor of
and contributor to New Daylight Bible reading notes and Quiet Spaces prayer
and spirituality journal.)
Jane Garbett is our Bible reading co-ordinator and can give help and advice on
the variety of notes avaiable.  Call her on 382654.

K n o w i n g  &  l o v i n g  t h e B i b l e

"If we don't, we are
missing out on so

much, not least the
chance to hear God

speaking to us
through words 

written generations
before, telling us 
that he loves us 

and that he watches
over our path."



Ch r i st i a n  A i d  w eek  -  1 0 - 1 6  M a y
Christian Aid time again.... be part of Britain's longest-running fundraising week!
Thirteen million red envelopes, 300,000 volunteers, thousands of sponsorship events
and 1,500 quizzes can only mean one thing - Christian Aid Week. This year it takes
place from 10 - 16 May.

Launched in 1957, Christian Aid Week is famous for the distinctive red envelope
dropping through millions of letterboxes. Last year an amazing £14.7 million was
raised to fund work with some of the world's poorest communities. The money
raised has helped people like 18-year-old Nadia
Kabula in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
When her father died, Nadia's family struggled des-
perately to make ends meet. But a tailoring course
run by Christian Aid partner Humanit Nouvelle has
allowed Nadia to imagine a brighter future - and
she hopes one day to open her own business.
Meanwhile, Nadia is giving others the chance of a
fuller life by passing on her skills and her love of
fashion to other young girls in her community.
'They've given me 
education for life,' said Nadia.

'Our supporters constantly amaze me, especially
during Christian Aid Week,'said Anne Phipps, Head
of Church Marketing and Appeals, Christian Aid.
'Whether collecting door-to-door, putting quiz teams together or doing 101 other
exciting and amazing fundraising events, the commitment is phenomenal.
'At www.caweek.org we're creating an online community of volunteers, supporters,
activists and enthusiasts so please go online and add the details of whatever you
are doing.'

Last year, Christian Aid introduced Quizaid in which people used their brain power
to raise £185,000 while having fun at the same time, with our own Quiz, run by our
menÕs group ÔBOBÕ helping towards this target. This year the target is £225,000 and
to get even more people involved, four new levels of questions have been introduced
- Brainiacs, Average Joe's, 11-18 year olds or under-10s. BOB are hoping to 
organize another quiz later this year.  Watch this space for more information,

Christian Aid also wants to hear the views of the people who go door to door 
collecting donations. A collectors' survey is available online at www.caweek.org.
This year, in the face of the credit crunch, supporting Christian Aid and collecting the
red envelopes is crucially important. The risk is that people will feel less able to give;
yet because of the global recession the poor are more at risk and the need is
greater.

If you can help with Christian Aid week this year, please contact Annabel King on
382765.



The JAM group and Sunday School children have great
pleasure in introducing you to Jadedilok, the child from
Thailand that they have just begun sponsoring as part of our
churchÕs celebration of the United Nations International Year
of the Child.

Jadedilok is 9 years old, one of four children and lives with
his parents, who are subsistence farmers when they can
find work. He helps his parents around the house by making
beds and helping in the kitchen.  He loves football, playing
with cars and singing. 

Most adults in his area work as day labourers and earn the
equivalent of £19 per month.  His community particularly
needs permanent employment opportunities and affordable
education.

The sponsorship provides Jadedilok with access to Bible teaching, medical check-
ups, drug abuse prevention programs, health education, recreational activities and
language and vocational courses.  It will also provide parenting seminars and sports
activities for his parents.

The JAM group and Sunday school children are aiming to raise the £21 per month
for JadedilokÕs sponsorship by themselves as much as possible, using their 
collection money and by organising some special fund-raising events.  It could be a
big help if you could support them with their fund-raising - look out for their stall at
the church fete.

The children will also take it in turns to write to Jadedilok.  These letters are 
treasured by the recipients and are often a source of great encouragement for them.
Through the years, ÒCompassionÓ, the Christian charity behind the sponsorship
scheme, has seen the powerful change  that occurs when children come to realise
that someone outside their immediate environment loves them and considers them
to be precious.

Since 1970, ÒCompassionÓ, has sought to rescue, protect and care for children
robbed of a secure future in Thailand.  More than 25,000 children are now being
assisted through over 145 church-based projects, releasing them from poverty in
JesusÕ name.  

Please remember Jadedilok and his
family in your prayers.

If you would like to find out more about
Compassion, visit
www.compassionuk.org, or pick up a
leaflet from the back of the church.

Co m pa ssi o n  f o r  a  c h i l d



Church Fete supports Year of the Child
In recognition of this being a special year, a portion of the proceeds of the
fete will go to support a local project for our village children.  The project will
be chosen from suggestions made by the children and the owner of the 
winning idea will be our VIP for the day of the fete. More information and
entry forms are available from the fete committee (numbers above).

Copy Deadline Magazine copy for the June edition is needed by Sunday 17th May
and will be distributed on Friday 22nd May. Items may be left in the red tray on the
table at the back of the church or sent by e-mail to: kate.carnegie@virgin.net. 

Pastoral Ministry Team Anyone in need of
a friendly visit following a recent difficulty or just
feeling a little low, please contact the Pastoral
Ministry Team on the following numbers: Bill
Stuart-White 370501 Jan Parsons 370319 or
07969 909 209 or fill in a request in one of the
information cards found in the church, post
office and school and post it in the
Contributions Box in the back of the church or
hand it to any of the clergy or pastoral team.
We will respond as soon as possible. We are
also available for prayer requests and the
prayer circle will pray confidentially until the 
difficulty is over.

Inspired by Spring Harvest
Kathryn, Ali, Hannah, Zelah and Chloe
had a truly inspirational week at Spring
Harvest at the end of April.  The quality
of worship, preaching and learning was
extremely high and all have returned
uplifted and inspired.  A full article on
our experiences will appear in next
monthÕs magazine but, in the meantime,
if you think you might be interested in
going along in 2010, more information is
available on the notice board or give Ali
or Kathryn a call on 370187. Booking for
2010 opens on June 10th.



Whiteford Music Festival
May sees the launch of this yearÕs festival
leaflet and tickets go on sale at the Post Office
from 1st May.  
Response to this yearÕs exciting programme
has been good so buy your tickets early and
donÕt miss your chance to come along and
enjoy the fun!

Messy Church is a type of worship
aimed specifically at young families and is
spreading rapidly across the country. It com-
bines informal worship, craft, games and the
sharing of food to bring togther parents and
children in His presence. 
Our first trial of Messy Church will be
on Saturday May 9th in The Old School 3-5 pm
Informal, fun and messy! 
Church? Yes! But not as you know it!
Everyone is welcome. Children must bring an
adult with them to join in the fun.
Free! ......Including refreshments!
For more details contact Dawn & Dominic on
370228....or just turn up.

Organ Recital 
Come along to a special event to
celebrate the restoration of the
church pipe organ.   
Join us in church for a short 
service of blessing and hear the
organ restored to itÕs full glory in
a wonderful organ recital. 
Sunday 31st May at 6.30pm,
with special guests Archdeacon
Clive and David Gridley.
The recital will be followed by
refreshments.



2009 marks the 30th anniversary of the United Nations'
International Year of the Child.  Here we continue a series of 
articles highlighting some of the children and young people we
meet in the Bible.  Being young does not always mean being
weak, as the story of Daniel and his three friends reminds us....

A child shall lead them...

At the end of the first chapter of the Book of Daniel in the Old Testament are the
words, 'Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus.' The word 'continued'
covers a period of around seventy years. Daniel lived to see the end of the
Babylonian kingdom and the beginning of the Persian kingdom.

Daniel and his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, were Israelite
teenagers when they were captured by the Babylonian army and taken to Babylon.
There their names were changed, they were given a strict Babylonian education and
every effort was made to make them forget Israel and Israel's God. But from the
beginning these four teenagers were determined they would not compromise their
faith. They asked to be excused from eating the prescribed meals because they had
been offered to Babylon's gods. Instead they choose to live on vegetables and water.
After a trial period they looked better and performed better academically than those
eating 'the king's rich food' (Dan. 1:15).

They had faced their first test and came through it triumphantly. Their second test
came some time later. Refusing to bow down and worship Babylon's gods when
they heard the sound of music, Daniel's three friends were thrown into a roaring
furnace. The Babylonish king Nebuchadnezzar was astounded when the furnace
doors were opened and the three Israelites stepped out alive and not even the smell
of fire upon them. Again their deep faith in Israel's God had brought them through.
Daniel's wisdom and wise counsels were such that he was raised to high office but
his enemies were busy. During a thirty-day period in which all prayers were to be
offered to King Darius, Daniel continued his daily devotions to Yahweh, the God of
his fathers. Thrown into a den of lions, he was protected by God's power and even
King Darius admitted that Yahweh was the one, true God.

The strong faith of Daniel and his
three friends preserved them from
teenage years through to old age.
Children and young people must
be given every assistance to find
faith in God for themselves and
every encouragement to develop
that faith as the foundation for
their lives.





Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire
And lighten with celestial fire;  
Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.

Thy blessed unction from above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love;  

Enable with perpetual light 
The dullness of our blinded sight.

Anoint and cheer our soiled face 
With the abundance of thy grace;  

Keep far our foes;  give peace at home:  
Where thou art guide no ill can come.

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee of both, to be but One, 
That through the ages all along 
This may be our endless song, 
Praise to thine eternal merit, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Anonymous prayer, 9th century, translated by John Cosin

Almighty God, who hast given thine only Son to be unto
us both a sacrifice for sin, and also an ensample of godly
life:  Give us grace that we may always most thankfully

receive that his inestimable benefit, and also daily
endeavour ourselves to follow the blessed steps of his

most holy life;  through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Co l l ec t

Pr a y er  o f  t h e m o n t h



Sunday May 3rd - Easter 4
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Holy Communion Order One

Wed. 6th May Fellowship at Sheepscombe

Saturday 9th May - Messy Church
3-5 pm The Old School

Sunday May 10th - Easter 5
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Family Service
6.30pm   Informal Service

Wed. 13th May Fellowship at Beal!s Farm

Sunday May 17th - Rogation Sunday
8.00am   Holy Communion Order One
11.15am Holy Communion BCP
6.30pm   Youth Service for Rogation Sunday

Wed. 20th May  Fellowship at Sheepscombe

Thursday May 20th - Ascension Day
7.30pm   Cluster Holy Communion Order One for Ascension Day

at St Melor's, Linkinhorne.

Sunday May 24th
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Morning Worship
6.30pm   Informal Communion

Wed. 27th May Fellowship at Sheepscombe

Sunday May 31st - Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am All-age Holy Communion for Pentecost
6.30 pm Short service of blessing and Organ recital

Wh a t Õs o n . . .  
Every week this month :
Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church
Wed 9.00 am  WOW parent and toddler group
Fri 6.30 pm  Singing Group meets in Church 


