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Dear Friends,
We are fast approaching the Christmas season and amidst all the hustle and bustle of

the present buying and food preparations I would ask you to take some time out to think
about a three letter word that changed the world, and is the reason we are 
celebrating Christmas in the first place.  The word – YES.

Imagine you are a young girl, about 14 years old, living in a humble dwelling some
2000 years ago, and suddenly an angel appears and says you’ve found favour with God
and are going to have a baby.  That is what the gospel writer tells us happened to Mary
(Luke 1:26-38). Mary lived in a time and culture very different from our own and was
required by law to remain a virgin until her wedding – Do you think Mary’s 
relatives and neighbours believed her?  What would you say if it happened to your
neighbour’s daughter today - would you believe her story?  

The name Mary, in Hebrew, comes from a root meaning bitter and Mary’s life was by
no means easy; she became pregnant before marriage; she watched Jesus grow up
and away from her as he stayed behind in the Temple; and later as he embarked on a
career as an itinerant preacher, frequently upsetting the religious leaders of the day;
finally she had to see him condemned to death and executed with robbers and outlaws.
It was indeed a bitter cup that was offered her, and ordinary people down the ages have
identified with her heartbreak.  

After the initial shock of the angel’s prophecy she didn’t argue, or ask ‘Why me?  She
calmly said ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.’(Luke 1:38)  She must have known that she would face humiliation and 
disgrace, so what enabled such obedience?

We must remember that she saw the angel, the Holy Spirit came upon her and by a
special gift of grace, something happened to her, a spiritual experience so profound that
she knew beyond any shadow of doubt that she would be vindicated, that God would
see her through and would not abandon her.  It is this vision of the angel and this
unshakeable spiritual conviction that gave her the courage to say YES to endure the
months and years ahead.

God calls very ordinary people, to be his servants.   Mary was a humble maiden
betrothed to Joseph, a carpenter.  We, like them, are just ordinary people and just as
Mary was called to be the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ; we are called through our
baptism, to be a member of the body of Christ.  

So as the celebrations grow closer, I would ask you to remember the gift given to us
this and every Christmas, a gift worth more than money can buy and which will last
until eternity.  A gift all can receive for free.  Yes ALL and FREE.  
The grace of God and the promise of eternal life is free for all
who put their faith and trust in him.  Faith that, if they open the
door of their hearts to let him enter, his life saving properties are
theirs to enjoy – the only cost to anyone is that of obedience to
the call.  Mary’s simple ‘Yes’ has made that possible for each of
us, our simple ‘Yes’ can make this knowledge our gift to our
community not just at Christmas but always.

I wish you all a happy and blessed Christmas.

Cu r a t e ’ s Co m m en t
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Rita Mahato

Rita Mahato is a health counsellor with the Women’s
Rehabilitation Centre (WOREC) in Nepal. This organisation inves-
tigates and documents cases of sexual violence and provides
legal and other support to victims. As a result of Rita’s work assisting women who
have suffered from acts of violence she has received threats of death, rape and 
kidnap.

In June 2007 Rita was threatened with rape
and death when her office in eastern Nepal
was attacked by men from her own commu-
nity. When staff went outside to confront the
group and attempt to speak with them, they
were met with a barrage of bricks. The police
have not taken any action against these men,
either to investigate the incident or to provide
Rita with protection.  She continues to
receive threats in connection with her work
and as a result fears for her life.
Women human rights defenders in Nepal are
often harassed, humiliated and even killed

for the work they do.  Many have become social outcasts for raising issues of
domestic and sexual violence.

WOZA (Women of Zimbabwe Arise)

Since February 2003, members of WOZA have been repeatedly
arrested while taking part in peaceful demonstrations against the
social, economic and human rights situation in Zimbabwe.
Arrests and beatings have continued throughout 2009.
Despite the creation of a unity government in February of this
year WOZA activists and other human rights defenders in
Zimbabwe continue to face restrictions. Dozens of women 
continue to face charges for exercising their rights to freedom of
peaceful assembley, association and expression. Legal proceedings against WOZA
leaders Jenni Williams and Magodonga Mahlangu after their arrests on 16th October
2008 are still ongoing. They were granted bail after 3 weeks in jail. Despite the
adversity, WOZA members continue to show great resilience and bravery.

Please pray for Rita Mahato and WOZA members that justice will be done and their
selfless bravery on the behalf of others will not be in vain.

A m n est y  I n t er n a t i o n a l



For some time, I have been asked for an update on the situation in Umzimvubu.  
A sub-committee of Bishop Roy’s Worldwide Church committee has recently been
set up to look at the issues concerning Umzimvubu and to try and get projects set
up there more quickly.

In the last few weeks, 10 young 
people from Cornwall have been out to
our sister diocese, joining in with the
work that is going on there.  Based in
Cedarville, they got a close look at the
work of the Cedarville Palliative Care
project, they worked in schools, they
delivered food parcels and they met
with youth groups in the area.  David
Michael, priest for parishes of

Boscoppa and Treverbyn, also joined the visit.  David is chairing the sub-committee
and hoped to make some useful contacts during his visit.

Frustratingly, the respite care centre for those suffering from HIV/Aids in the parish
of Ramohlakoana has not yet got off the ground.  Work on the building has been
delayed by negotiations with the local community and the local government.  Often,
in the outlying areas of Umzimvubu, the parish priests are the only literate members
of the community and they may be the lynchpin to a project such as the respite
centre.  These priests get moved around rather frequently at times, making the 
viability of such projects precarious.  

However, one project that is working 
particularly successfully is the School is Cool
project.  Thanks to the fundraising, generosity
and kindness of the people of the diocese of
Truro, 946 orphans and vulnerable 
children have been provided with school uni-
forms and stationary during this year.  

Uniforms are vital as they help you to fit in,
as well as giving a sense of dignity and
belonging.  This is so important, especially if
you have lost your parents due to HIV/AIDS.
16 year old Lulama Sithetshe wrote ‘Now...I’m proud of myself and I have confi-
dence.  I have received Christ in my heart.  I’m saved.   I‘m not proud of my past but
[of]my future.’

Lisa Chaffer

Christmas cards are being sold in aid of Umzimvubu.  These delightful cards are
available at only £4 for a pack of 10.  See Lisa after 11.15 service or get in touch
with her on 370059.

U m z i m v u b u  u pd a t e



A  Pr et t y  Go o d  M i r a c l e
Many of us have wonderful childhood memories of Christmas. For some of us, it

may have been the wonderful Midnight Communion of Christmas Eve, when we
visited our candle-lit country church nestled among snowy fields, under a starlit
sky, for others a crib service.

Special memories of Christmas can move us to tears.  Perhaps it is when certain
carols are sung, or tables are laden for meals.  Faces glowing by candlelight 
during ‘Silent Night’ is hard to beat.  Christmas is indeed full of wonderful 
emotions, yet there is so much more to this special day.   For the warm emotions
are built on rock-solid truths that will stand for ever.  For the events were historic,
and the miracles really happened.

To the normal, logical, rational, 21st century mind it is all bizarre. An angel came
to a girl who was not even married telling her she was going to have a baby. To
cap it all, the “father” was not her boy-friend but the Holy Spirit. The girl - Mary –
not only bought the story but then told her cousin Elizabeth who was promptly
filled with the Holy Spirit. She then told Mary she was unbelievably blessed. Mary
then sang an amazing song that people have been singing every since.

It gets still more crazy and complicated because
Elizabeth’s husband had had an extraordinary meeting
with an angel and been struck dumb ever since. 
It was only when the baby was born and he wrote
down: ÒHis name is JohnÓ, that he got his voice back.
He started praising God.

The miracles heap up with the birth of MaryÕs child.
Shepherds in a field saw the sky full of angels who 
told them to go and see a  baby in nearby Bethlehem.
They believed it was God telling them to go. 
They came back praising God. Others went too, 
some of them poor, others very rich Ð but they all came away praising God and
wanting to tell others.

These were supernatural stories of people meeting Jesus and believing in him.
Their lives were radically changed. Amazingly, Jesus continues to do the same
today. In John 1:12 we read that for those who did receive him and believe in him
Òhe gave them the right to become GodÕs Children.Ó

LetÕs all of us make this Christmas a chance to receive him and believe in him.
That in itself is a pretty good miracle.



Whilst the world celebrates the birth of a baby boy, for many parents Christmas
is a difficult time, as they remember the death of their own babies.  The death of a
very young child is perhaps the hardest grief of all to bear.  So the 28th December
is a very poignant day in the church calendar.  It is when the worldwide Church
joins with bereaved parents to grieve the loss of babies and young children.  
For Holy Innocents day recalls the massacre of the young male children of
Bethlehem by Herod the Great.  

Herod had been told by the magi, or wise men, that 
a great king had been born in Bethlehem, and he felt
shaken.  How could a child in unimportant little
Bethlehem be so powerful that the stars in the night
sky honoured his birth?!  Herod took the magi so 
seriously that he decided to try and kill this new 
young rival.  He decreed that every male baby of two
years and under should be killed.  (Matthew 2:1-18).
Bethlehem was not a large place, and Bible commen-
tators estimate that between six and 25 youngsters
were slaughtered by Roman soldiers.  Their mothers
were inconsolable at the death of their babies, as
indeed mothers have always been. 

The death of these innocent baby boys of Bethlehem became a feast-day in the
western Church by the 4th century.  This was because the Church considered
them to be martyrs because they not only died for Christ, but instead of Christ. 

Down the centuries, the tragic loss of the Holy
Innocents has touched the imagination and hearts
of poets, preachers and artists.  Though heart-
broken parents still grieve today, the Church can
offer them one firm assurance:  that young 
children who die to this world will undoubtedly
Òthis day be with Me in Paradise.Ó   The One who
eagerly said ÒSuffer the little children to come unto
MeÓ will be the last person to turn them away.    

As the parent of a son who died as a baby, I can testify that not only does God
promise to embrace the infant, His love and comfort can give the strength and
reassurance to the family that life can go on and, in Him, it can be wonderful. Ed 

H o l y  I n n o c en t s -  2 8 t h  D ec



News from Tricia Nelson:

I am spending a year with urban
youth charity, XLP, in London, work-
ing in schools and on housing
estates in Southwark. I am based in
Peckham, which is as culturally dif-
ferent from Stoke Climsland as is
possible!

XLPÕs aim is to meet the needs of the communities and schools that need the most
help, which is why I have found myself working in several different academy
schools and a special needs school. We run lunch clubs, homework clubs as well as
R.E. and P.S.H.E. lessons and assemblies. We aim to show love and respect to the
children who have fallen behind at school, have troubled home lives or have got
involved in crime. Nobody is considered to be insignificant or beyond help. I have
especially been enjoying the homework clubs, where I get to help children one-on-
one, not only to get their homework done, but to identify problems that they are
having, and to address them before their learning is affected. It is amazing to see
how well they respond to the time and attention you give them.

I am also involved in XLPÕs bus project.
We take a double-decker bus, kitted out
with games consoles, music, board
games, computers and footballs, onto the
largest estate in Southwark and spend
two hours playing, chatting and forming
relationships with the young people we
meet. The same children come back
week after week and it is really great to
feel you are providing a safe place for
them to have fun as well as building relationships.

I am also placed with All Saints Church, Peckham where I am involved in planning
and running some of their youth groups. ItÕs inspiring to be part of a large church
with such a great vision for helping their community, and it is incredible to see how
God uses the work we do to impact peopleÕs lives.
I am so privileged to get to be a part of the lives of these young people. As I get to
know them better my heart breaks for their individual stories, and I am filled with
more passion for helping them reach their potential and make wise lifestyle choices.
I am loving the experience so far! To find out more about XLP and the work they do
check out www.xlp.org.uk .

N ew s f r o m  u r b a n  Lo n d o n



Last month in a very moving service, we heard more about the charity Compassion,
and how, through sponsorship, they change the lives of many children and their
families across the globe.  Tricia works with a man who was one of those children
and he tells his story here.

My name is Ronnie, and I am Ugandan. I am 28 yrs old and currently a childrenÕs
and youth worker at All Saints Church in Peckham, London. I am the 1st born of six
children.

When I was 9, I got drafted into Compassion International. My father didnÕt have a
real job, while my motherÕs job couldnÕt sustain us all. On the outside we seemed
OK, but inside our family was breaking up due to lack of basic needs.

What made me qualify most was that I loved school, but was always frustrated that
the school bursar would come in with a list of school fees defaulters and my name
was always read. This kind of torture led to poor performances. My parents couldnÕt
afford to pay for our school lunches, so lunch time was one of the most dreaded
periods because we relied on begging from other children who had paid for lunch at
school. My parents could only afford to buy shoes for one of us.

In 1990, Compassion opened a project in our area and I was chosen, with my 
brother who follows after me. And things started getting better. We had school
lunches and school fees all fully paid which meant my parents could then afford to
pay fees for my other siblings. Compassion bought me my first pair of sensible
shoes, also mattresses and blankets and Christmas presents, which were always a
treat. Medical care was provided for the whole family, and some days food for the
whole family and not only the sponsored child. And a lot more than I can put on
paper right now.

It was mandatory to attend Compassion-organised activities, and even though I had
no choice, I still enjoyed them. During school holidays we learnt different crafts and
bible stories. This pattern eventually led me to commit my life to Jesus in January
1997. I got inspired to learn how to play the guitar, and even though I did not start
then, I never lost the love and I now lead worship here at All Saints Ð with my guitar.

Because of Compassion, I was able to have some dreams for my future.  In 1994 I
wrote then that I wanted to be a civil engineer, (I cross-checked my Compassion
diary 3 years ago) and I am sure I did not know what it meant, only that it offered a
good future.  I got sponsored right up to when I was ready to go to University, where
I went on to do a BachelorÕs degree in civil engineering. So God was faithful to my
innocent dreams.

I came to England in August last year, and I am so grateful that some Ôrandom
strangerÕ offered to help a child in need. I always pray to God that I will one day be
in position to reach out to someone, the way someone did to me. 

A  st o r y  o f  Co m pa ssi o n



God rest ye merry gentlemen 
Let nothing you dismay 
You may be sure the ladies 
Have sorted Christmas Day! 
They've shopped and chopped and scrubbed and wrapped, 
They've bought and dressed the tree 
So you'll have a joyful Christmas Day, Christmas Day 
So you'll have a joyful Christmas Day! 

Now come, ye merry gentlemen, 
And follow my advice 
You'd better not upset her, 
Or you will pay the price! 
So get you to the nearest town 
And buy her something nice - 
Then you'll have a joyful Christmas Day,
Christmas Day 
Then you will have a joyful Christmas Day! 

So then, ye merry gentlemen 
Who've tied those marriage knots, 
Once Christmas lunch is over 
Tell her you love her lots. 
Then prove it, merry gentlemen 
By washing up the pots. 
And you'll have a joyful Christmas Day,
Christmas Day 
And you'll have a joyful Christmas Day! 

Then, just as you are thinking
What a good chap youÕve been;
Perhaps youÕll watch the movie Ð
ItÕs one you havenÕt seen.
Forget it, merry gentlemen,
SheÕll want to watch the Queen!
But sheÕs earned a joyful Christmas Day, Christmas Day
SheÕs really earned a joyful Christmas Day!

by Nigel Beeton

Gen t l em a n Õs Ch r i st m a s



This Christmas Disney has launched a
new, all star, 3D version of the classic
Charles DickensÕ story ÔA Christmas
CarolÕ.  First published in 1843, it is one
of the best-loved stories to be associat-
ed with Christmas. Although a familiar
tale, itÕs worth closer inspection as we
ask what it has to say to us in the 21st
century.

The bookÕs main character is the mean and intimidating Ebenezer Scrooge, who
lives to make money and little else. He particularly detests Christmas, which he
views as Ôa time for finding yourself a year older, and not an hour richerÕ. 

Scrooge is visited on Christmas Eve by the ghost of his former partner, Jacob
Marley, who died seven Christmas Eves ago. Marley, a miser like Scrooge, is suffer-
ing the consequences in the afterlife and hopes to help Scrooge avoid his fate. He
tells Scrooge that he will be haunted by three spirits: the ghosts of Christmas past,
present, and future. They succeed in showing Scrooge the error of his ways and
reforming him. 

Christmas morning finds Scrooge sending a Christmas turkey to his long-suffering
clerk, Bob Cratchit, and spending Christmas day in the company of his nephew,
Fred, whom he had earlier spurned. He goes on to raise Cratchit's salary and assists
his family, including Bob's crippled son, Tiny Tim. In the end Scrooge became Ôas
good a friend, as good a master, and as good a man, as the good old city knewÕ.

In the 21st Century we can fall into a similar trap as Scrooge, despite the credit
crunch! We can see money, and the things it buys, as the answer to our problems.
We can lose sight of the value of relationships; consistently choosing our career
over family and being driven by an insatiable desire for success.

Like Scrooge, the dawn of Christmas morning can
be an opportunity for us to change our perspective, as
we remember the birth of the hero of the greatest
Christmas story, Jesus Christ. Just as the spirits of
Christmas wanted Scrooge to change for good, so God
knows us better than we know ourselves, and loves us
enough to help us to change and make a difference. 

We have the opportunity to receive GodÕs forgiveness,
renew our faith, release our fears and rebuild friendships. Yet, like Scrooge, we have
to choose to change! In fact, Jesus alone can give us a new outlook on life, as we
commemorate the past, consecrate the present and contemplate the future.

Rev Paul Hardingham

M o r e t h a n  a  Ch r i st m a s Ca r o l

ÔGod knows us 
better than we

know ourselves,
and loves us

enough to help us
to change and make

a difference. Õ



It cannot have escaped your notice that 2009 marked the
Year of the Child (YOC); recognising the importance of 
caring for and nurturing our young people; and of reaching
out to them in their informative years.  

As well as being involved in initiatives run by the Diocese,
we have also been active here in Stoke Climsland and
hereÕs a summary of some of the things weÕve been doing
and will continue to provide throughout 2010 and beyond.

One off events this year:
-  The fete committee held a competition with local 
children to find ideas for things they would like to see
happen in the village.  The winning idea ÔStory BoxÕ has
been implemented and you can find out more about it
below.
- ÔFriendsÕ supported the YOC during the Whiteford
Music Festival through the support and promotion of 
two great local childrenÕs charities; CHICKS and JeremiahÕs journey.

New and on-going initiatives:
- Messy Church: is held every 6 weeks or so and is Church but not as you

know it!  Aimed at parents and children together it provides informal family worship
with crafts, activities & tea. The next opportunity to come along is at the Old School
on 5th December between 3 & 5 pm.  
Contact Dawn & Dominic Nelson 370228 or dawnnelsonuk@yahoo.co.uk

-  St orybox: is an informal childrenÕs library suitable for all ages and was the
winning idea in the fete competition. Storytelling sessions are provided throughout
the morning  plus simple craft activities. Free, including squash & biscuits. Table Top
Sale & Light Breakfast available for the adults. Every 3rd Saturday 9-12 noon in The
Old School.Contact Dawn & Dominic Nelson 370228 or dawnnelsonuk@yahoo.co.uk

-  Xalt : is designed for all ages, with or without their
parents and provides a warm welcome, coffee, toast &
ÒcafŽ-styleÓ worship in the Old School on Sunday 
mornings between 10 & 11 a.m. in The Old School.
Contact Dawn & Dominic Nelson 370228 or 
dawnnelsonuk@yahoo.co.uk

-  CHAOS: is for 9-16 year olds and provides an informal and fun session in the
Old School between 11am & 12.15 pm every Sunday (except when there is a Family
Service in the church).
.....by the way CHAOS stands for...Chocolate, Holiness And Other Stuff!
Contact Dawn & Dominic Nelson 370228 or dawnnelsonuk@yahoo.co.uk

Yea r  o f  t h e Ch i l d

ÒTrain a child
in the way they

should goÓ
Proverbs 22:6

ÒLet the 
little children

come to meÓ
Mark 10:14 



- Sunday Club: is for up
to 9 year olds and is also in
the Old School between 11am
& 12.15 pm every Sunday
(except when there is a Family
Service in the church). 

Sunday Club provides a fun
and informal session for the
younger children, often with
craft activities.
Contact Sue Leonard-Williams
370638 sue@sueleonard-
williams.co.uk

- WOW: (Whizz Kids on Wednesdays) aims to give opportunities for all who are
caring for children a time to get to know others in the community in a relaxed 
setting. We also offer a fun place for children from birth to school age where they
can learn to play together and explore the many activities available. Through crafts,
songs, stories and general play we aim to give every child who comes a pleasurable
experience which will broaden their experience in a positive way.  Tea, coffee, juice
and home-made biscuits are served each week. WOW is free!  
Contact: Jan Parsons 370319 janetmparsons@btinternet.com

- FunClub Wor kshops: Several times throughout the year, the church also runs
special workshops; Christingle at Christmas, Easter Eggcite during Easter week and
a cookery workshop in the Autumn.  Aimed mainly at Primary age children they 
provide themed sessions that can involve craft, music, acting, cooking and lots
more.  Our next workshop is on Christmas Eve between 10 & 12 am to prepare for
the Christingle service at 4.30 pm.  Activites include making your Christingle, hand
bell ringing, craft, singing, games and lots more. 

All of our childrenÕs activities listed on these page are free, so why not come along.
Children visiting for Christmas are very welcome to come along too.

i n  St o k e Cl i m sl a n d



Wo r d s o f  w i sd o m
Message from Joan.
As many you will now know, my Cancer has returned. 

I have now started treatment and so have yet another
hard road to travel. However, with all the love, support
and prayers all you wonderful people are surrounding me
with, I know I will travel this road as long as I am able. 

I will never be able to thank you all for all the support
you have given both to me and my wonderful family. I
would like to take this opportunity to just say THANK YOU
and to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and then a
Healthy and Peaceful New Year. 

Always remember how precious life is to everyone and that yesterday has gone,
tomorrow may never come but you have today to live your life to the full and help 
others.  God Bless you all

Joan

ÒAlways remember
how precious life
is to ever yone and
that yesterday has

gone, tomorrow
may never come

but you have today
to live your life
to the full and
help others.Ó  



Christmas - according to the Gospel of St Matthew
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king,

behold there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he that
is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and are come to
worship him."
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem

with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people
together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto
him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not the least among the princes of Judah: for
out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.
Then Herod, when he had privately called the wise men, inquired of them diligently

what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and
search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word
again, that I may come and worship him also.
When they had heard the king, they departed; and lo, the star, which they saw in

the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceeding great joy.
And when they were come into the house,

they saw the young child with Mary his moth-
er, and fell down, and worshipped him: and
when they had opened their treasures, they
presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankin-
cense, and myrrh.

Christmas and St Luke's Gospel
It is to St Luke's wonderful gospel that many Christians turn as the year draws to a

close and Christmas approaches, for it is to St Luke that we owe the fullest account
of the nativity.
Luke alone tells us the story of Mary and the angel's visit to her, and has thus

given the Church the wonderful Magnificat of Mary.
Luke alone tells us the story of Simeon's hymn of praise, thus giving us the 

wonderful Nunc Dimmittis. Imagine an Anglican evensong without the Nunc
Dimmittis.
Luke alone tells us the story of how the angels appeared to the shepherds and

how the shepherds then visited the infant Jesus. So - imagine Christmas cards and
nativity scenes every year without the shepherds arriving to visit baby Jesus.
Imagine school nativity plays without our children dressed as shepherds or sheep.
So - thank you, Luke!
What makes it so amazing is that Luke was not a Jew! The man who wrote the

fullest nativity story, and indeed more of the New Testament than any other single
person, was a Gentile.

Th e Ch r i st m a s St o r y



Pastoral Ministry Team
Anyone in need of a friendly visit following a recent difficulty or just feeling a little low, please
contact the Pastoral Ministry Team on the following numbers: Bill Stuart-White 370501 Jan
Parsons 370319 or 07969 909 209 or fill in a request in one of the information cards found in
the church, post office and school and post it in the Contributions Box in the back of the church
or hand it to any of the clergy or pastoral team.  We will respond as soon as possible. We are
also available for prayer requests and the prayer circle will pray confidentially until the difficulty
is over.

Copy Deadline Magazine copy for the February edition is needed by Sunday
24th January and will be distributed on Friday 29th January. Items may be left
in the red tray on the table at the back of the church or sent by e-mail to:
kate.carnegie@virgin.net. 

Bridge Tournament
'Friends' would like to extend many thanks to
all who helped towards the bridge tournament
last month, which raised £501 for the church.
A good time was had by all and the sumpt-
uous tea was described as the best ever.  
So whether you made cakes, biscuits and
scones, or came along and took part, consider
yourself well and truly thanked - we couldn't
have done it without you.

ROCK!....THE MUSICAL
On Saturday October 31st Exeter
Salvation Army Temple hosted the final
tour 
performance of ÒRockÓ written by Roger
Jones of Christian Music Ministries.

Singing in the 100-strong choir, especial-
ly assembled for this performance, were
Ann Roberts, Pat Flanagan, and Dawn &
Dominic Nelson. What a joy it was to do
so! We learnt more about Jesus, we drew
closer to God, we met new friends and
we worshipped God, big time!

Based on the story of Peter, the musical led us from Caesarea to Jerusalem, via
Galilee, and back again. 
We followed Peter as he left his fishing nets to enthusiastically follow Jesus. We
saw and heard his agony as he denied knowing Jesus, and then his desolation after
the crucifixion.
Then.....what joy in the resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit!

If anybody would like to listen to the ÒRockÓ CD or watch the ÒRockÓ DVD please
contact Dawn & Dominic on 370228.
In January there will be a Quiet Day in Exeter based on ÒRockÓ. Details from Dawn
& Dominic.
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t o  a l l  o u r  f r i en d s i n  St o k e
Cl i m sl a n d  f r o m :

In lieu of handing out Christmas
cards to folk who we can greet
personally, we have given a 
donation to the Christian Aid
Present Scheme.  In the New
Year, we shall let you know what
we have bought.  Will it be a
water buffalo, cans of worms, a
community tap stand?  ItÕs not
too late to join the scheme.
Contact Dawn Nelson on 370228

Pre-Raphaelite stained glass for this yearÕs Christmas stamps
The iridescent beauty of stained glass has told the nativity story for more than a
thousand years, and it is now the inspiration for this year's Royal Mail Christmas
stamps. 
The seven stamps, issued in early November,
feature characters from the nativity depicted in
pre-Raphaelite stained glass windows selected
from churches around the UK.  Artists include
William Morris, Henry Holiday and Sir Edward
Burne-Jones.  Stamp designer Andrew Ross
researched hundreds of photographs of stained
glass windows before finally making his 
selection.



Ch r i st m a s c r o ssw o r d
Across
1  Provisional meeting place of God 

and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
7  DavidÕs third son, killed when his

head got caught in a tree during a 
battle with his father. 
(2 Samuel 18:14-15) (7)

8  They ruled much of the west coast
of South America in the 15th and
early 16th centuries (5)

10 Small deer of European and Asian
extraction (4)

11 Seized control of 
(Numbers 21:25) (8)

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by 

the Germans in Brussels, Nurse
Edith ? (6)

17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with 

lamb and unleavened bread, was 
the Passover menu for anyone 
ÔuncleanÕ (Numbers 9:11) (4)

21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described GodÕs 

grace in his well-known hymn (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

Down
1  Ô? and see that the Lord is goodÕ(Psalm 34:8) (5)
2  ÔThe wicked man flees though no one pursues, 

but the righteous are as ? as a lionÕ 
(Proverbs 28:1) (4)

3  One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who 
married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)

4  He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest
of his family and joined David 
(1 Samuel 22:19-20) (8)

5  City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6  ÔOffer your bodies as living ? , holy and pleasing

to GodÕ (Romans 12:1) (10)
9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish

ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ÔWhat is truth?Õ(John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ÔYou are to give him the name Jesus, because he

will ? his people from their sinsÕ (Matthew 1:21) (4)





Crossword Answers ACROSS:  1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom.  8, Incas. 10, Roes. 11, Captured. 
13, Fright. 15, Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb. 21, Sonar. 22, Amazing.  23, Settlement.
DOWN:  1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah.  4, Abiathar. 5, Lucerne.  6,Sacrifices.  9, Saddlebags.
12, Theocrat. 14, Incense.  16, Pilate. 19,Exist.  20, Save.

Baptisms
1st April Jamie Tyler Chapman
19th April Cameron Kenwyn Vigus Pearson
24th May Teona Helen Elizabeth Cawte

James Anthony William Cawte
7th June Matilda Hazel Renee Young
28th June Neva Eirenie LÕarbalastier

Jarvis Edward Richard LÕarbalastier
23rd August Milo Clapham
18th October Tiggie Lou Witton

Kit Thomas Simeon Stone
Jasmine Eleanor Turner

25th October  Jordan Ashley Blatchford
Luke Thomas Oliver Brenton
James John Brenton
Frederick Francis Ticehurst
Martha Alison Ticehurst

Marriages
11th April Tom Breeze and Mary McCallan
30th May Ashley Wadland and Sarah Everson
18th July Simon Franklin and Caroline Wilkinson
29th August Andrew Sprules and Claire Parsons
5th September Christian Gape and Elizabeth Willsteed
31st October Jonathan Hancock and Kenza Thomson

Funerals
28th July Ken Wadland
8th September Emma Maude Pethick
1st October Pamela Christine Davidson
5th October Michael Lawrey Perry
30th October Phyllis Joyce Scanes

Memorial Services
4th April Margaret Mary White
10th June Patricia Marquand

Interment of Ashes
2nd December 2008   Kenneth Young
1st September 2009 Doreen Alice Hancock

O c c a si o n a l  o f f i c es D ec 2008  -  Nov 2009



A Christmas Prayer

Lord, as I enter into the fast-paced season ahead, help me

walk slowly and quietly.  Let me stop and listen to the

angels sing of the greatest news ever told.  Let my heart,

mind and soul join the chorus. "Glory in the Highest!! The

Messiah has been born!"

Among all the bright sparkling lights and cheery holiday

tunes, let my spirit travel once again toward Bethlehem to

honor and worship Jesus, my King,  The Prince of Peace,

the Lord of Hosts, Mighty Counselor, Son of God, the

Lamb. All Your love, mercy and power somehow made

flesh in the tiny form of a humble baby born in a manger.

Let me worship the only one who is worthy to take our

sin away and open the gates of all eternity!

Anonymous

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the

works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of light,

now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus

Christ came to visit us in great humility;  that in the last

day, when he shall come again in his glorious Majesty to

judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life

immortal;  through him who liveth and reigneth with thee

and the Holy Ghost, now and for ever.   Amen.

Co l l ec t

Pr a y er  f o r  t h e sea so n



Wed 9.00 am  WOW parent and toddler group
7.30 pm Fellowship at Sheepscombe

Fri 7.00 pm  Singing Group meets at the Brocklebank!s

Saturday 5th 3-5 pm Messy Church in the Old School
Sunday 6th December - Second Sunday in Advent
8.00 am Holy Communion Order One

10.00 am XALT in the Parish Hall*
11.00 am Nativity Play rehearsal in Parish Hall*
11.15 am Holy Communion Order BCP

Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church
Tues 6.15 pm "Sing Christmas! rehearsal
Wed 9.00 am  WOW parent and toddler group

7.30 pm Fellowship at Sheepscombe
Fri 7.00 pm  Singing Group meets at the Brocklebank!s

Sunday 13th December - Third Sunday in Advent
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
10.00 am XALT in the Parish Hall*
11.00 am Nativity Play rehearsal in Parish Hall*
11.15 am Morning Worship
6.30 pm "Revive! service at St Mary!s Callington

Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church
Tues 6.15 pm "Sing Christmas! rehearsal
Wed 9.00 am  WOW parent and toddler group

7.30 pm Fellowship at Beal!s Farm
8.00 pm Bob!s Christmas drinks at Sports & Social Club

Fri 7.00 pm  Singing Group meets at the Brocklebank!s

Sunday 20th December - Fourth Sunday in Advent
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
10.00 am Natvity Play rehearsal in Church*
11.15 am Nativity Service
6.30 pm Carol Service

Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church

Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve
10-12 am Christingle workshop in Church*
4.30 pm Christingle service
11.30 pm Midnight Communion - (Order One)

Friday 25th December - Christmas Day
9.00 am    Holy Communion BCP
10.30 am  Christmas Family Service

Wh a t Õs o n . . .  



Sunday 27th December - Christmas 1
11.00 am Cluster Service 

at St Melor!s, Linkinhorne
(No service at Stoke Climsland)

Sunday 3rd January - Epiphany 
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
11.15 am Holy Communion Order One

Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church
7.30 pm  Fellowship at Sheepscombe

Fri 7.00 pm  Singing Group meets at the Brocklebank!s

Sunday 10th January - Baptism of Christ
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
11.15 am Family Service
6.30 pm Plough Service

Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church
Wed 9.00 am  WOW parent and toddler group

7.30 pm  Fellowship at Beal!s Farm
Fri 7.00 pm  Singing Group meets at the Brocklebank!s

Sunday 17th January - Epiphany 2
8.00 am Holy Communion Order One
11.00 am Holy Communion BCP
6.30 pm Youth Service

Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church
Wed 9.00 am  WOW parent and toddler group

7.30 pm  Fellowship at Sheepscombe
8.00 pm  BOB meets at the Social Club

Fri 7.00 pm  Singing Group meets at the Brocklebank!s

Sunday 24th January - Prayer for Christian Unity
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
11.15 am Joint service with Methodists at Parish Church
6.30 pm Informal Holy Communion

Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church
Tues 7.30 pm  PCC Meeting at the Rectory
Wed 9.00 am  WOW parent and toddler group

7.30 pm  Fellowship at Beal!s Farm
Fri 7.00 pm  Singing Group meets at the Brocklebank!s

Sunday 31st January - Epiphany 4
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
11.15 am Cluster Service at Stoke Climsland Parish Church

* Event for children and young people

Wh a t Õs o n . . .  


