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Dear Friends,

The “removal man” came this week to do an inventory of all my belongings, so he
could prepare an estimate. I’d forgotten what an uncomfortable experience this can
be, as he looked around every room, opened every cupboard and jotted it all down
on his electronic gizmo. How had I not noticed those piles of junk steadily accumu-
lating? For how many weeks (or months) had I been carefully stepping round or over
that carelessly discarded item. Were those Christmas decorations really still waiting
to be put away in July? Only when seen through another’s eyes was the extent of
the clutter clear to me.

So, over the next few weeks, as I prepare to move house, I shall be working through
the house, and garage – room by room, cupboard by cupboard, sorting out and dis-
posing of all the things I really don’t need, so that when I do move on, I’ll do so as
unencumbered by junk as possible. The scary thing is that I did this same exercise
less than 3 years ago, when I packed up my home in Camborne to move here.
That’s the trouble with giving a single bloke a four-bedroom house – “stuff”
expands to fill the space available (I don’t know whose Law that is, if no-one’s I’ll
claim it as Bill’s Law).

So the tip, the recycling centre and the bonfire beckon…. and actually it’s quite a
liberating feeling. And (inevitably, being a preacher) a spiritual parallel springs to
mind. It’s not only physical clutter that accumulates unnoticed, it’s the mental and
spiritual variety too. All those attitudes that would shock us in others that we allow
to go unchallenged in ourselves,  those grudges we silently harbour, the unkind or
gossipy words that we’ve unleashed, the uncharitable assumptions, the greed and
lust that clouds our thinking. Thankfully there’s no removal man to come and do an
inventory of those – that would leave me far more ashamed than any amount of old
newspapers and worn-out shoes. But perhaps I can do a clear-out anyway, for as St
John reminds us “If we say we have no sin (no clutter) we deceive ourselves and
the truth is not in us, BUT if we confess our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive us
our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness”.He’ll not only come and collect the junk,
He’ll give the room a good clean as well! 
Which of us wouldn’t be grateful for that?

With love and prayers,

R ec t o r ’ s r o u n d - u p



“What will happen if it rains?” is a question the
festival organisers have asked themselves every
year.....this year they found out!

2009 was always going to be a difficult year.  Rising costs and the credit crunch
meant that several local festivals, including Lanhydrock, had already cancelled. 
The weeks leading up to the festival also brought a daily deluge of rain.......
...but Stoke Climsland is a special place, Whiteford is a special festival and the local 
community proved that they can succeed against the odds.

The move to ‘Summer Swing’ on Friday was an
outstanding success.  The rain cleared, the sun
came out and record Friday crowds enjoyed the
upbeat sound of Yorkie and Bobby Kemp and his
band.  

Saturday saw a fabulous rendition of ‘Peter 
& the Wolf’ by the Radio Light Orchestra, with
Christopher Biggins, who also took time out over
the weekend to chat to the crowd.  

The singing was wonderful too; with a spell binding
performance from the Truro choristers; the male 
voices of Liskerret; and of course the voices of the
audience raised in song during the finale.  
All polished off with the most amazing firework 
display we’ve seen to date at Whiteford.

Sunday’s showers didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of
the large audience who came to enjoy the great
bands and the special atmosphere of the Sunday
Chillout.  Music, dancing, face-painting, balloon 
modelling, circus skills
and of course the bar

and barbecue were enjoyed by all, and the afternoon
was made extra special by the appearance on stage
of the children of Stoke Climsland Primary School
with songs from their recent production of Joseph. 

Not only did the festival provide entertainment and
enjoyment for so many, but it is also expected to 
contribute in excess of £9,000 profit that can be 
used to maintain and enhance the beautiful church
that stands at the heart of our village.

Wh i t e f o r d  M u si c  Fest i v a l . .



MarilynÕs Ordination
Thanks to everyone who helped to make Saturday 4th
July such a special and memorable occasion and for all
the cards, gifts and good
wishes received, especially
the very generous gift of oil
stocks and a home com-
munion set, which has
already been put to good
use.  A special thank you to
the flower arrangers - the
church looked beautiful; to
Tim and combined voices
from Stoke and Linkinhorne
- I know the Dibley version
of Psalm 23 by Howard
Goodall is not easy, but has

personal significance and sounded wonderful; Church
House Inn for allowing clergy to robe there and for
preparing the reception afterwards and finally to Bill, for
supporting, guiding and encouraging me over the last
twelve months, thank you one and all.  Marilyn.

. . . . su c c ess a g a i n st  a l l  o d d s

The trustees of ÔFriends of Stoke Climsland Parish ChurchÕ
want to thank all of you who helped make the festival such
a success; so many people gave up their time and talent,
whether helping with teas, on the barbecue or bar, steward-
ing, box office, lighting, parking, providing sponsorship or
advertising.... the list is endless.  Thank you as well, to all of
you who came along to support us.  To see you all stream-
ing through the gates made all the hard work worthwhile.
Without you all there simply wouldnÕt be a festival.  

However, staging this type of event year after year, and
expecting people to come along, whether as members of the audience or as helpers
is a huge ask.  
The trustees have therefore decided that next year, our tenth, will be the last annual
festival.  You can find out more about the future of the festival at the ÔFriendsÕ
Annual Meeting in December, so do come along to find out
more and lend us your support.

In the meantime, we are already planning for 2010, to really
make it a festival to remember and again, you can find out
more about our plans at the Annual Meeting.  

We look forward to seeing you there.



Books come in so many shapes and sizes nowadays; hard- or paperback; pamphlet,
journal or guidebook; on-line or via microchip: There is no end to books, as the
preacher ruefully observes (Ecclesiastes 12:12). He was ahead of his time. ItÕs hard
to imagine what he would make of the plethora of printed matter that surrounds us
today. 

Of course there are some books that stand the test of time and are regarded as
classics: a stirring tale by Dickens or Hardy, or a fantasy by C.S. Lewis or E Nesbit
for example. These continue to outsell many a literary newcomer. No doubt you will
have your favourite read Ð a book or books you still return to fondly again and
again. 

Yet, whereas you will have no trouble at all finding a book in almost any literary
genre or on any topic you care to mention, there remains only one that is still called
The Book; only one book that is prefaced by the definite article. For The Bible means
just that in Greek Ð The Book Ð the Book of Books: one that Christians claim stands
head and shoulders Ð or should I say cover and spine Ð above the rest. 

Such a claim to pre-eminence does not sit comfortably with the spirit of this age.
Surely such a book needs to justify itself with a snappy soundbite, a prestigious
award or some stunning reviews. Only something new, so the thinking goes, can be
that special; certainly not something that has been around for so long, read continu-
ously, valued by so many and re-published so frequently. But surely that is just it!
The Bible's claim to be The Book has stood the test of time. It justifies its definite
article in so many ways. 

The Bible is the story of stories; the
story of God's love for the world and
God's rescue plan for its people. It is
the story of people discovering what
God is like, who they are and who they
are meant to be. The Bible is the book
in which to find not just God's story but
our human story too, as we see peo-
pleÕs lives reflected in the history of
particular individuals. 

And this is the Book, in which we can read a word-portrait of Jesus Christ, whose
presence permeates the whole of the story as well as shining out in particular in the
gospels. As Jesus himself says to the Pharisees, The scriptures tell about me (John
5:39).

Many a book is inspiring. Many a book is informative and indeed encouraging.
However for those who follow Jesus, there is only the Book that can challenge and
change them. Only the Book that can help them hear God speaking directly into
their lives. And for this reason it is the Book that really does deserve the definite
articleÉand a definite daily opening!

Th e D ef i n i t e  A r t i c l e



ÒCharity begins at homeÓÉ. well, perhaps Ð but it should never end there! The
temptation, especially in times when finances are tight, is to focus what resources
we do have on ÒlocalÓ needs. Though it is a temptation, it is one that should be
resisted, not least because charities are feeling the squeeze more keenly than most.

The PCC is committed to supporting (and encouraging individual support of) a range
of charitable causes, focusing on Christian agencies, some local, some overseas,
some offering mainly practical aid, some more evangelistic.

This is done not through direct giving from PCC funds, but
by nominating particular Sundays each year when a
Charity is highlighted and the collection donated directly. 

To give you an idea of the charities we support and the
money we raise, hereÕs what happened last year: 

February 2008 saw a special service about Umzimvubu,
the South African diocese with which we are linked.
Individuals were invited to donate directly via direct debit
and an additional £180 was raised through the sale of
Umzimvubu merchandise.

May sees our annual support of Christian Aid, through door-to-door collections.  The
children also supported Christian Aid in their Autumn tea event, and BOB also ran a
quiz to support Christian Aid.

In July 2008 we supported Shekinah, the project that supports the homeless of
Plymouth, which is part of Plymouth City Mission. We raised £121.50 and later in
the year we were able to give them the non-perishable items from the harvest festi-
val, and in the winter some socks, razors and deodorants, which they had specifi-
cally requested. It is good to be able to take the items to the drop-in centre in Bath
Street and to see how much they are appreciated.

In September we supported the Leprosy Mission, a charity we have supported for
some years. The amount raised was £91.30.  

In November see Remembrance Sunday and support the Earl Haig fund. The amount
raised was £332.10 from the collection and the purchase of poppy wreaths. 

And in December we support the ChildrenÕs Society at two of our biggest services,
the Duchy College Carol Service and the Christingle Service. The total raised for the
ChildrenÕs Society in 2008 was £374.53.

We would encourage everyone to continue supporting charities of their own choice,
but we do hope that youÕll want to contribute generously to these causes also Ð
financially and in prayer. For our part weÕll seek to keep you well-informed. 
Watch this space! Annabel King   

M i ssi o n  Gi v i n g



Some peopleÕs lives seem to epitomise the suffering of millions, but also to shine
with a Christian response to it.  One such person was Maximilian Kolbe, 1894 -
1941, a Franciscan priest of Poland and publisher whose memory is celebrated on
August 14th.

Maximilian was born at Zdunska Wola, near Lodz, where his parents, devout
Christians, worked in a cottage weaving industry.  Like thousands of others at the
time, the family and their village was ground into poverty by Russian exploitation.
In 1910 Maximilian entered the Franciscan Order, and studied at Rome.  After his
ordination in 1919, Maximilian returned to Poland, where he was sent to teach
church history in a seminary.  But a new factor had entered his life: he was 
diagnosed with tuberculosis.

Living in post-war Poland was difficult enough, but
with tuberculosis as well - most people would have
quietly withered away.  Not Maximilian Kolbe.
Instead, the tuberculosis gave Maximilian a sense
of urgency - a sense of the brief transitoriness of
this life.  He knew his time was slipping away.  

Instead of teaching history, he determined to do
something to help the Christians living in Poland
now, in the tatters of Europe after the First World
War.  And so he founded a magazine for Christian
readers in Cracow, entitled "The Knight of the
Immaculata" to help them hold to their faith in a
chaotic world.  

Soon, the obsolete printing presses (which were operated by MaximilianÕs fellow
priests and lay brothers) were working overtime - the magazineÕs circulation had
leapt to 45,000. Then the printing presses were moved to a town near Warsaw,
Niepokalanow, where Maximilian now founded a Franciscan community which com-
bined prayer with cheerfulness and poverty with modern technology.  By the late
twenties, when Father Max founded his first monastery, the press run for the maga-
zine was well over 70,000 issues, making it the most successful religious magazine
of its time. A daily newspaper was added, as well, also with an immense run.  
The Franciscan community grew and grew, until by the late 1930s it numbered 762
friars.

In 1930, Father Maximilian went to Japan to aid in the spread of the Catholic faith
there and began publishing a Japanese language version of "The Knight of the
Immaculata". Additionally, he founded a monastery in Nagasaki, which miraculously
survived the A-bombing in World War II, before he headed to India to found his third
monastery before returning to Poland due to ill health.

M a x i m i l i a n  K o l b e



Ch r i st i a n  w i t n ess a m i d st  2 0 t h  Cen t u r y  su f fer i n g  

When in 1939 the Germans 
invaded Poland, Maximilian sent
most of his friars home, to protect
them from what was to come.  
He turned the monastery into a
refugee camp for 3,000 Poles and
1,500 Jews.  And the presses 
continued: taking a patriotic, 
independent line, critical of the
Third Reich. 

Kolbe was arrested by the Gestapo
along with four friars.  They were
taken to Auschwitz in May 1941.  Their names were exchanged for tattooed 
numbers; and they were sent to brutal forced labour.  

But Maximilian Kolbe continued his priestly ministry.  He heard confessions in
unlikely places, and smuggled in bread and wine for the Eucharist.  His sympathy
and compassion for those even more unfortunate than himself was outstanding.

Then came the final scene in his hard life.  At the end of July,
1941, several men escaped from his bunker at the camp.
The Gestapo, in revenge, came to select several more men
from the same bunker who were to be starved to death. 
A man, Francis Gajowniczek, was chosen.  As he cried in
despair, Kolbe stepped forward.  

ÒI am a Catholic priest.  I wish to die for that man.  I am old;
he has a wife and children.Ó  

The officer in charge shrugged his shoulders - and obliged.

So Maximilian went to the death chamber of Cell 18, and set about preparing the
others to die with dignity by prayers, psalms, and the example of ChristÕs Passion.
Two weeks later only four were left alive:  Maximilian alone was fully conscious.  He
was injected with phenol and died on 14 August, aged 47.

He was beatified by Paul VI in 1971.  In 1982 he was canonised by Pope John Paul
II, formerly Archbishop of Cracow, the diocese which contains Auschwitz.  
Present at the ceremony that day was Francis Gajowniczek, the man whose life
Maximilian Kolbe had saved.

ÒI am a Catholic
priest.  

I wish to die for
that man. 
I am old; 

he has a wife
and children.Ó  



After all the work that has been done in the church yard, lifting and replanting the
daffodils, weekly mowing and strimming, BOB are have a couple of outings this
Summer.

The first is a trip to Sterts to see the talented comedian Dave Gorman on 31st
August at 7.30 pm. 

A lot of acts will tell you theyÕre covering the length and breadth of the countryÉ
but DaveÕs really doing it. This tour will see the intrepid comedian covering the
extremes of the British mainland as he travels from this landÕs southernmost point
to its northernmost tip, taking in the most easterly and westerly points along the
way. If nothing else heÕll get to see four lighthouses. 
Oh, and did we mention heÕs going to do the whole thing on his push bike? The
travelling, we mean. Not the gigs. ThatÕd be silly. 1500 miles. 32 days in the saddle.
32 nights on the stage. His MumÕs told him not to do it but he wonÕt listen.

The second outing is on the 12th September to see Launceston v Redruth where
two tables have been provisionally booked ! at Launceston RFC for the game. 

This will be the last time Bill will join us as our Rector (I am sure he will join us at
the other games if he can) so it would be nice to give him a good send off.

The tables seat 10 and the price is £35 inc VAT per person per game this includes:
¥ 2 course lunch
¥ Cheese & Biscuits at half time
¥ 2 bottles of wine (between 10 of course!)
¥ Match day programmes
¥ Full use of the Lanson suite facilities

If enough people are interested, there is also the possibility of arranging three other
Rugby trips this season,  Possible other dates include the following but are by no
means set in stone:
¥ 14.11.09 v Esher
¥ 09.01.10 v London Scottish
¥ 24.04.10 v Cinderford 

Those of you who came last year know
how much fun we had. 

If you are interested in either of the
above or have any other ideas for an
event or outing for Bob please call or
email Ali Carnegie on 01579 370187
email ali@totalenergysolutions.co.uk 

B o b Õs d a y s o u t



Copy Deadline Magazine copy for the September edition is needed by Sunday
23rd August and will be distributed on Friday 28th August. Items may be left in
the red tray on the table at the back of the church or sent by e-mail to:
kate.carnegie@virgin.net. 

Pastoral Ministry Team Anyone in need of
a friendly visit following a recent difficulty or just
feeling a little low, please contact the Pastoral
Ministry Team on the following numbers: Bill
Stuart-White 370501 Jan Parsons 370319 or
07969 909 209 or fill in a request in one of
the information cards found in the church, post
office and school and post it in the
Contributions Box in the back of the church or
hand it to any of the clergy or pastoral team.
We will respond as soon as possible. 
We are also available for prayer requests and
the prayer circle will pray confidentially until the
difficulty is over.

Confirmation Survey
An online survey is currently 

running that explores why people
are confirmed, what confirmation

means to them and how they were
prepared.  It is short and simple and

is open to anyone who has been
confirmed whatever age they are
now. You can take part at this web

address:http://www.zoomerang.com/
Survey/?p=WEB229B53233WS 

As an added incentive if you leave
your contact details you may receive
a thank you, probably in the form of

chocolate!!

Thank you What a lovely occasion!  My heart-
felt thanks for letting me be involved in the

Noughty Party last June. It is worth living for
90 years to have such and honour, and the
chance to meet so many good friends.  I
longed to join in the dancing, but I should

have fallen flat on my face, which would have
looked a bit Naughty!  Thank you to all the
people who made it such a great event.

Virginia Leonard-Williams

The renowned 
Loveny Male Voice Choir, 

together with soloist Maggie Holden, 
will be performing in Church 
on Saturday 26th September 

at 7.30pm. 

Tickets at Stoke Climsland Post Office 
from 1st September at £5.00 each.  

All profits will go to the refurbishment 
of the kitchen area in church.

Everyone welcome.

Saturday 8th August
The Old School

Free...All welcome!
Featuring Open the book and 

ÒThe Great FloodÓ!
Children must bring an adult 
with them to join in the fun.

For more details contact Dawn & Dominic
on 01579 370228 
or e-mail:dawnnelsonuk@yahoo.co.uk



Across
1 Of Moses (6)
4 ÔYou have been
weighed on the Ñ
and found wantingÕ
(Daniel 5:27) (6)
7 Where Jesus
performed the first
of his miraculous
signs (John 2:11)
(4)
8 Roman emperor
who ordered all the
Jews to leave
Rome (Acts 18:2)
(8)
9 Member of a 
conservative
Jewish party in the
Sanhedrin which
believed there was no resurrection (Acts 23:8) (8)
13 South London Mission (1,1,1)
16 Sure of oneÕs own ability (2 Corinthians 11:17) (4-9)
17ÔAt this the manÕs face fell. He went away Ñ , because he had great wealthÕ (Mark 10:22) (3)
19 Airs used (anag.) (8) 24 ÔThe Lord is my Ñ , I shall not be in wantÕ (Psalm 23:1) (8)
25 ÔHe has sent me to Ñ up the broken-heartedÕ (Isaiah 61:1) (4)  
26 At or towards the rear of a ship (6) 
27 Cross-carrying evangelist and world traveller, Ñ Blessitt (6)

Down
1 Ridicule (Luke 18:32) (4) 2 Encased in strapped-on light shoes (Song of Songs 7:1) (9)
3  Cambridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Union (1,1,1,1,1)  
4  ÔFather, give me my Ñ of your estateÕ (Luke 15:12) (5)  5 Assistant (4) 
6 On a par (John 5:18) (5)  10Credo (anag.) (5) 11 Beaten with a rod (5) 
12The fourth of JobÕs ÔcomfortersÕ, who deferred making his contribution because of his junior 
status (Job 32:6) (5) 
13Chosen as a temple attendant, he was described by Ezra as Ôa capable manÕ (Ezra 8:18) (9)
14ÔDo not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where - and rust destroyÕ (Matthew 6:19) (4) 
15Employs (4) 18Associated with penitence for sins, along with sackcloth (Matthew 11:21) (5)
20 Association of South-East Asian Nations (1,1,1,1,1)
21Sub-continent to which Baptist missionary pioneer William Carey devoted his life (5)
22Recess at east end of a church (4)
23One of the nine sons of Beriah (1 Chronicles 8:15) (4)
(You can find the solution on diary page on the inside back cover)

Su m m er  Cr o ssw o r d





August is the time when young people in our community, and across the country, will
receive their exam results; for some grades will bring joy; for others sadness; for some
confusion.  So his monthÕs prayer remembers all our young people.  

God, 
we pray for our young people,
growing up in an unsteady and confusing world.

Show them that your ways give more life
than the ways of the world,

and that following you is better
than chasing after selfish goals.

Help them to take failure,
not as a measure of their worth,
but as a chance for a new start.

Give them strength to hold their faith in you,
and to keep alive their joy in your creation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
The Book of Common Prayer of the Episcopal Church, USA.

Lord of all power and might, who art the author and giver of
all good things:  Graft in our hearts the love of thy name,

increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and
of thy great mercy keep us in the same;  through Jesus Christ

our Lord.   Amen.

Co l l ec t

Pr a y er  o f  t h e m o n t h



Sunday 2nd August - Trinity 8
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Songs of Praise Service on the village green 

Saturday 8th August
3 - 5pm Messy Church at

The Old School
(see Notice page)

Sunday 9th August - Trinity 9
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Family Service

Sunday 16th August - Trinity 10
8.00am   Holy Communion Order One
11.15am Holy Communion BCP 

Sunday 23rd August - Trinity 11
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Holy Communion Order

One with Baptism

Sunday 30th August - Trinity 12
8.00am   Holy Communion BCP
11.15am Morning Worship

Monday 31st August
7.30 pm Bob!s day out to Sterts

(see Notice page)

Wh a t Õs o n . . .  

Every week this month :
Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church

Crossword answers: ACROSS 1Mosaic,  4 Scales, 7 Cana, 8 Claudius,  9 Sadducee,  13 SLM, 16
Self-confident,  17 Sad, 19 Radiuses,  24 Shepherd,  25 Bind, 26 Astern, 27 Arthur. DOWN 1 Mock,
2 Sandalled,  3 CICCU,  4 Share, 5 Aide, 6 Equal, 10 Decor, 11 Caned,  12 Elihu, 13 Sherebiah,  14
Moth, 15 Uses, 18 Ashes, 20 ASEAN,  21 India, 22 Apse, 23 Eder


