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Dear Friends,

The atheists strike back! The National Secular Society has hit the headlines recently
for issuing a “Certificate of Debaptism”.  Intended for those whose human rights have
been breached (yes, really, someone is suing! – whether Church or parents or both is
unclear) by early exposure to religious mumbo-jumbo, it begins:

I ________ having been subjected to the Rite of Christian Baptism in infancy (before
reaching an age of consent), hereby publicly revoke any implications of that Rite and

renounce the Church that carried it out.

The Society’s website admits that the Certificate is light-hearted, but offers it to all
those who wish formally to break with the Church. 

How are we to take this? With a wry smile or as a declaration of war?  I suggest
somewhere in between. While we don’t want to over-react to a publicity stunt, I think
we need to be aware that there’s some truth in the assertion by the President of the
NSS that increasingly “people are not just indifferent to religion – which has been the
traditional British approach – but are actually becoming quite hostile to it."

The very best response is surely the traditional Easter one. All across the world on
Easter Day every year, Christians stand together to reaffirm their Baptismal vows, to
say loud and clear that the promises made on their behalf when they were infants, or
by themselves at adult Baptism and Confirmation, still apply. This is always a power-
ful moment of worship and witness, not least when accompanied by an actual
Baptism. The grace and love of God is such that anyone, at any time, may distance
themselves from Him and from His body the Church. Sadly we know that this hap-
pens all the time, by creeping neglect or conscious decision. Thankfully for many
more, there is a real desire to restate our promises to God, because we rely so heavily
on His promises to us – His promises of forgiveness, guidance, love, healing and new
life. 

Baptism is not simply an excuse for a nice family gathering. It is a solemn but joyful
response to the loving command of God. It is a serious business, and perhaps we
should be thankful to the secularists for acknowledging this. So, this Easter, make
sure you’re there with all those who are not ashamed to “confess the faith of Christ
crucified” to stand and reaffirm your
Baptismal vows. And may the living God
bless you as you do.

With every good wish for a Happy Easter.

R ec t o r ’ s r o u n d - u p



SUCCESS STORIES

Although Amnesty International does not claim credit when a
prisoner is released, when death sentences are commuted, or
when a government changes its laws and practices, former pris-
oners, torture victimes and others who have suffered human
rights abuses often say that international pressure secured their freedom and saved
their lives. Every year messages are received of thanks and solidarity that inspire us
all to keep working for human rights.  Such messages show the positive effects of
our work and that, together, we can make a difference. The following are some of
those messages:

"My family is indebted to the people who campaigned for Mirza's
release, who wrote letters and stood out in the rain with plac-
ards...Every life is so precious - Mirza's release just proves how
vital these campaigns really are."
"Mirza is like a kid again - he just wants to feel the fresh air on
his face. He's been cycling with his nephew and getting a multi-
tude of new gadgets out there like high-tech mobile phones.
There's so much for him to rediscover"
Amjad Hussein, brother of Mirza Hussein who has been released
after 18 years in Pakistani prison

Thich Quang Do, Buddhist monk from Viet Nam "Just to know
that the 'outside' world had not forgotten me and was contin-
uing to work for my release was an immense source of
encouragement during those dark days. I know that Amnesty
International played a leading role in these efforts...I owe you
my freedom."

"Never give up hope, no matter how bad it gets." - Ryan
Matthews
In 1999 Ryan was sentenced to death for a murder he had not
committed. He was just 17 at the time of the crime. Amnesty
members wrote appeals on his behalf and sent him greetings
cards to boost his morale. After five years on death row in
Louisiana, Ryan was granted a retrial. Four months later, he left
court as a free man after his lawyers presented DNA evidence
showing that another man had committed the murder.

THANK YOU SO MUCH

A m n est y  I n t er n a t i o n a l



Olive oil from Palestine 
Deri and I went to a Fairtrade Fair in Tavistock on 7th March which was part of the
Fairtrade Fortnight. There were many interesting stalls and excellent refreshments.
Central to the event, however, was a guest speaker Riziq Abu Nasser, a Fairtrade
olive farmer from the village of Deir Istya, in the Salfit district
of the West Bank, Palestine.
Riziq was part of the Deir Istya Cooperative. The farmers
have been producing olive oil by the same process carried
out by their families for hundreds of years on the same land.
Events over the past years have combined to make it
extremely difficult for the communities to not only reach their fields to go about their
work, but also to find a market for their produce. The States and Israel were only
prepared to pay £1 per litre of olive oil which cost £3 to produce. They looked to the
European market and although there was a fairer price to be found, taking into
account the cost of transportation and high competition from other olive producing
countries, this avenue proved unviable also. The farmers and their families faced
starvation; it was as bald as that! Then Fairtrade came into the frame and not only
were they paid a fair price for their olive oil but acres of trees were planted as well
ensuring their future security.
Reading about such injustices is one thing, listening first hand is another.  At no time
did Riziq complain; indeed he delivered his presentation simply, humbly and without
rancour. We were able to taste his olive oil which had a lively but delicate flavour,
quite different from many others we had tried. We had listened to a first-hand
account of Fairtrade in action, saving and ensuring the continuance of a production
and therefore the indigenous people of this region.  Jan Parsons

Fa i r t r a d e m a k es a  d i f f er en c e

A trip to the Co-0p ends up in Africa
On the 25th of February I went on a normal trip to the Co-op, bought all the usual

stuff and then was met by a lady called Jane Weatherby.
Jane offered me some different fair trade foods so I tried
some and they were lovely.  After that Jane told us there was
a fair trade mango farmer from Burkina Faso sitting in the
cafŽ and you could ask him some questions. After putting the

shopping in the car we went over to the cafŽ to talk to the farmer called Arsene. He
told us a little about his life and then he told us he used to earn 60p a day and is
now earning £2:00 a day. It does not sound much to us but goes a lot further in
ArseneÕs country.  And to think we had just bought two packets of chewing gum for
70p.  Now he can afford simple things like rice, flour and cooking oil. I can see fair
trade makes a difference.   Imogen Chaffer Age 10

Stoke Climsland joined over 380,000 campaigners to attempt
to munch their way into the banana eating record books last
month. This month we hear stories of how Faritrade Fortnight
affected two of our own church members.

"The farmers and
their families

faced starvation"

"I can see
Fairtrade makes

a difference!" 



ÒBut immediately Jesus spoke to them, Take heart,
it is I do not be afraid.Ó  Matt 14 v.  27

Jesus said Ôdo not be afraidÕ, do we need to hear and
receive those words today.   We live in fearful times.
Living during a recession is enough reason to be anxious.
We also live when itÕs increasingly difficult for people of
faith to make their voice heard and the prevailing agenda of the so called developed
world suggests religion or in particular intriguingly Christianity has had its day.

It's also true that some of us who have faith display a growing crisis of confidence
and seem unable or unwilling to articulate our faith in the face of perceived criticism.  

So what does it mean not to be afraid?  
What is the calling of the church here in the diocese of Truro as you get to know a new
bishop and I face up to the challenge I have just received to proclaim afresh the gospel
in this generation?

The stilling of the storm is a passage the regional church leaders considered at their
recent retreat. We were reminded that it has been interpreted allegorically.  The boat in
the story is the church and the sea is the world.  That gives an interesting picture, do
we stay in the boat navigating as best we can across a troubled sea or do we jump into
the water and see what happens?
There are many reasons why we can be fearful both in the sea (the world) and in the

boat (the church).  The world situation is frightening and often language of storms is
used to describe it.  The financial crisis is causing people to lose their jobs, houses and
to be concerned about the future.  Deeper than that, what is happening is making peo-
ple think about how they shape their lives and by what values they order them.  We
have something to say at such a time.  Yet of course the reality is that we in the church
often build on the same foundations and make the same assumptions as everyone
else.

In fact worse than that, the Cof E can appear as an anxious
organisation, we do anxiety.  We seem to delight in wallowing in
fear and anxiety and like nothing better than a crisis so that we
can say I told you so and prove once again what a mess we are
in.  Such anxiety often leads to paralysis. 

A key word in the gospels is ÔkairosÕ it means Ôthis momentÕ,Õ
nowÕ, but itÕs not a word most denominations really understand or use certainly not the
Cof E.  We only know the word Òwhen we have considered all the options and set up
the requisite committees and heard the necessary reports and considered at length
and carefully and then we might just be able to say possibly or then again probably not
lets put it on the agenda for the next meetingÓ.

Jesus who interestingly wasnÕt with the disciples in the boat said to Peter Ôit is I, have
no fearÕ and then invited Peter to step out of the boat, how risky was that.  We are dis-
ciples of Jesus the Son of God He always goes before us we are his followers.

D o  n o t  b e a f r a i d . . .

Ô'Let us take
risks for the
sake of the
KingdomÓ 



Jesus won for us the victory. Lent is a long season; it ends in the triumph of Easter.
We are an Easter people, a joyful people. We shouldnÕt do anxious we should do joy.
Let us be more militant saying loud and clear we have a gospel to proclaim.  ItÕs the
good news that we arenÕt alone, we donÕt need to be afraid.

Let us take risks for the sake of the kingdom. As Peter strode
out on the water he was doing fine until he took his eyes away
from Jesus.  We need to keep our eyes on Him.  Dare to step
outside the boat and head towards Jesus.  Say your prayers and
keep your eyes focused on Him. 

Remember those who arenÕt here.  We need to shape our language and behaviour
to ensure we spend time not being too anxious about ourselves but speaking the
word of God so that others will want to join in the conversation.  
Show in your lives the joy that comes from knowing Christ has won the victory. 

Be prepared to cry and laugh with others and take risks for the sake of the gospel.
Dare to believe that we, here in Cornwall, following in the footsteps of the many great
saints like Piran, have achieved and can go on achieving great things and will do so
in the name of the one who keeps telling us not to be afraid.  

We, fellow pilgrims can be confident in our faith. We need to speak out in the face
of the storms that beset us. We need to speak out and speak up so that the world can
hear again the message that God is here and that God love us.  
God loves you and God loves me.

Extract from a sermon preached by the Bishop of Truro,The Rt Revd Tim Thornton 
on the occasion of his enthronement.Truro Cathedral, Saturday 7th March 2009

Ô'Dare to step
out of the boat

and head
towards JesusÓ 

Bishop Tim's sermon at St Martin's, Liskeard, Monday 16th March.

Bishop Tim's first sermon in our deanery was filled with plenty of serious messages and
equally plenty of laughter.  He told a story of his becoming a deacon.  While settling into
his new house there was a caller at the door.  The caller took one look at Deacon Tim,
and asked, no doubt due to Tim's youthful looks, 'is your mother in?' 
Bishop Tim has used this story many times since, but at one service two elderly ladies

were heard to comment 'when you get up close, he isn't as young as he looks.'
Among the serious messages, he instructed us to take Lent seriously, to take disciple-
ship seriously but also to take being joyful and thankful seriously.  He reminded us that
we have so much to be joyful and thankful for and that we need to transmit these into
our communities.  He advised that we will meet Jesus in the most unusual, difficult and
exciting of places, but that this makes our journies of faith all the more interesting.

Bishop Tim reinforced the message that we need to take our faith, worship and disciple-
ship out of our church buildings and into our communities.  He spoke of an inspiring
sign he had seen above the door of a church, a sign that you only saw as you left the
building.  It read 'the worship has ended - let the service begin.'
One of Bishop Tim's final comments was 'dare to be joyful in your faith.'

Lisa Chaffer



Th ey Õr e n o t  h er e!

Canon David Winter, former Head of Religious Broadcasting for the BBC, 
considers the implications of Easter for all of us today....

Gautama Buddha, Guru Nanak, the prophet Mohammed - you can visit the
tombs of the founders of all the great world religions except one. Or rather, you
can visit his tomb, but it's conspicuously empty. Right at the heart of the
Christian story is nothing - an empty space. And it's that empty space which
Christians all over the world celebrate at Easter.

When a group of women disciples visited the tomb of Jesus on the third day
after his death, they were surprised to find the huge stone at its entrance rolled
back. They were even more surprised to discover a 'young man in white robes'
sitting inside it. The third surprise - the greatest of them all - was what he told
them. 'You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified', he said. 'He is
not here; he is risen.'

The women had come to anoint a corpse, but instead they were to celebrate a
new life. 'Go and tell his disciples'. Nothing could more powerfully express the
heart of the Easter message than those simple but mind-blowing words: 'Not
here.'

Rather like those women, at Easter many of us go to the cemetery or the cre-
matorium as an act of love, to leave some flowers and perhaps say a prayer at
the grave of a loved one. But in our heart of hearts we know that they are not
there. They have 'gone' - but where?

According to the apostle Paul, they have 'departed to be with Christ, which is
far better'. Perhaps the very best notice for the gates of a churchyard would be
those simple words: 'They are not here. They are risen' - seven words that
speak the heart of the Easter faith, for what was true of Jesus is true for all
those whose faith is in the risen Saviour.

In many a village church up and down Britain the Easter hymns are sung and
the message of the resurrection cele-
brated in a building literally surrounded
by the churchyard.  What a wonderful
paradox! In the heart of the place of
death we boldly assert that in the truest
sense of the word those graves are as
empty as was the grave of Jesus.

That - not hot cross buns, chocolate
rabbits or fancy bonnets - is what
Easter is all about. The Final Enemy has
been defeated.



With our Annual Meeting nearly upon us, we look at the important role of the
churchwarden.

Congratulations! You have been asked to consider standing for election to one
of the oldest offices in church government - and the wider significance of the
role is underlined by the way in which churchwardens are elected. The meeting
for the election of churchwardens is open to all local government electors who
live in the parish, and not just church members.

When elected, a churchwarden is admitted to office each year, usually by the
archdeacon, and, when admitted, the churchwardens are officers of the bishop.
That's why the churchwardens escort the bishop into church, carrying their
wands of office.

The duties of churchwardens are defined in the Church
of England's Canons: 'They shall be foremost in 
representing the laity and in co-operating with the 
incumbent; they shall use their best endeavours by 
example and precept to encourage the parishioners in 
the practice of true religion and to promote unity and
peace among them. They shall also maintain order and
decency in the church and churchyard, especially during
the time of divine service.'

That's quite a list - and helps us to see why this role is so important.

The way in which churchwardens undertake their role differs from parish to
parish. Here in Stoke, they meet regularly with the Rector and monthly with the
PCC so that they can be well informed about what's going on in the parish, 
celebrate successes and be aware of problems on the horizon.

Some people are worried about the workload involved in being a churchwar-
den. It isn't a role to be undertaken lightly or under duress, but there's no need
for a new churchwarden necessarily to do everything that former churchwardens
have done. The best person for the role of churchwarden isn't necessarily the
best person to act as clerk of works and deal with repairs and renovations to the
church. If you think that you could be a good churchwarden, but haven't a clue
about masonry, thereÕs no reason why that aspect of the role canÕt be shared out
amongst the wider PCC.

Normally, a churchwarden should not serve in that role for more than six years.  

If you would like to find out more about the role of a churchwarden, Bill would
be delighted to talk to you.  Give him a call on 370501.

So  y o u  w a n t  t o  b e a  Ch u r c h w a r d en ?

"The best person
for the role of
churchwarden

isn't necessarily
the best person to

act as clerk of
works and deal

with repairs and
renovations to the

church."



Extract from book of Numbers!
Question: What do the following six figures have in common:   0, 1, 2, 6, 8, 9   ?
Answer: None of them appeared amongst the four hymn numbers on the boards
at Sunday morning service on 1st March, although all four hymns had three-digit
numbers.  Yet more surprising:
¥ In all four hymns the final digit was the same as the first digit. If all the hymns
had been selected at random, the odds against this would be about 10,000 to 1
against.
¥ In two of them the centre digit was the same as the two on either side of it. The
odds against this also happening would be around 130,000,000 to 1 against
¥ The other two hymns had the same centre digit as each other. For all these
events to happen together, as they did, suggests odds of over 1,000,000,000 to 1
against.
Even if hymn selection were always restricted to three-digit numbers, the chances
are that this will not happen again at an Order One mid-morning Communion for at
least some eighty million years.  Maybe one of the hymns then (if they have been
renumbered in some new edition) will be Eternal Father ...
[The numbers were:   333,  444,  373,  575. The Editor accepts no responsibility for
the accuracy of the statistics quoted above; nor does the author!] Francis Gardner       
Was it an interesting sermon that day? - Ed

H o m es fo r  o r ph a n s
Lydia and Matthew Stuart-White are preparing for a trip to the Philippines to build a
foster home for orphaned children in Santo Domingo.  They are journeying as part of
a group from Greenbank Christian Centre in Liskeard and are set to leave in July. The
new building will provide shelter for 10 youngsters who currently live on the streets,
eking out a living selling whatever they can.  

Team Leader Deb Piper said; 
ÒOur vision is to get as many children off the 
streets as possible and rehouse them in foster
homes to show them there is another way of living.Ó  
The group will work with Christian charity Tiwala on
the build and will also help teach children on the
streets to read.  Lydia and Matthew have raised
money themselves to fund their trip, which is now
fully paid for.  

However, if you would like to make a donation
towards supporting the orphanage in Tiwala,
donation envelopes are available at the back of
the church.  We wish Lydia and Matthew every
success and look forward to hearing about their
adventures on their return. Pictures are from
LydiaÕs trip last year to a similar project in
Uganda.



During lent the sunday school have been
looking at the temptations of Jesus. To
make it more real we went to the top of Kit
Hill to see the stack and also the amazing
views. This was to learn about the devil
tempting Jesus to jump off a tall tower or
own all the world if he would deny God
As you can see it was a terrible day of wind
and rain and we got very cold. To warm our-
selves up we rushed to a nearby cafe to
have huge cups of hot chocolate with cream
and marshmallows!!
They will never forget that lesson!

Saturday June 6th is only a couple of
months away now so, as you do your
Spring clean, itÕs time to start gathering
items together to stock all those fabulous
stalls. 

All contributions gratefully received.
Leave items with us or at the back of the
church.  We will gladly store them,
including items of bric-a-brac, books etc.
Electrical items will need a safety check
and it would help if we could have them
by 31st May.  

Can you spare an hour or two to run a
stall? ItÕs great fun and a good way to
get to know more people.

As this year is International Year of the
Child, we want to put some of the Fete
proceeds towards fulfilling a few projects
suggested by children of the Parish.

Dawn & Dominic Nelson 370228, Lisa
Chaffer 370059, Sue Leonard-Williams
370638, Jo Edwards 370576 or Sue
Watts at Stoke PO 370201

Thank you!

How can YOU help? 
We need:
¥ tombola itemsÐ the perfect way to
deal with boxes of choccies or bottles of
wine during Lent!
¥ plantsÐ split those overgrown plants,
dig up those you no longer want or start
off some seedlings
¥ cakes, scones, biscuits, breads and
buns  - for the cake stall and for the teas
in the Parish Hall
¥ booksÐ novels, non-fiction, gardening,
creative, DIY, childrenÕs
¥ silent auctionÐ quality items that are
no longer wanted, e.g. pictures, orna-
ments or small items of furniture
¥  childrenÕs clothesÐ sort out those
outgrown items and find a few bargains!
¥  bottles Ð wines, oils, vinegars maybe
even something sparkly!
¥  toys Ð  get the children to have a
clear-out and find some new playthings
on 6th June
¥  jams, marmalades & chutneysÐ
these sell out fast, so please contribute or
discover some culinary wonders
¥  raffle prizes

Yo u r  ch u r ch  fet e n eed s yo u !

Sunday School on the move!



Th e r ea l  sl u m d o g s o f  M u m b a i

Last month, Ali and I took a trip to the cinema to see if we thought Danny BoyleÕs
film ÔSlumdog MilliionaireÕ was worth itÕs 8 oscars.
As a piece of cinema, it not only enthrallÕs and captivates the audience, it also
raises the issue of the terrible conditions of the millions of people who live in
extreme poverty in Mumbai.  I recommend you see the film - it may end happily
for the central character, but itÕs the real people of Mumbai and their terrible
plight who steal the show. 

It is the contrasts which are so stiking in the
Bandra slum.  A maze of tin-roofed shacks is
just a stoneÕs throw from luxury apartments,
Bollywood starsÕ homes and international
banks in a thriving urban area.  In the slum
itself, you walk down narrow alleys, the heat
bouncing off the walls of rows of dwellings no
more than an armsÕ width apart. Walking
space is taken up by doorsteps, plastic bar-
rels of water, pipes laid over the surface and
the narrow water channel - dark vrown and bubbling, and buzzing with flies and
mosquitoes.  

ÒChildren are left outside, not cared forÕ they go hungry and have to beg.Ó says
21 year old Roshni, who grew up in a slum. ÒThere are problems with neigh-
bours fighting, and children donÕt grow up well.Ó
Even with schooling, she says, there are few opportunities for slum children to
rise above poverty and illiteracy.  Class sizes are typically 70-1000 pupils and
children take turns at half-day shifts in school, with heavy realiance on home-
work and parental help, Òand itÕs too difficult to study in the slum,Óshe adds.
Like many girls, Roshni was taken out of school as soon as she reached puberty
and was married at 14.  Now with 2 children, she and her husband work full-
time, he as a rickshaw driver and she as a workshop supervisor, and the familyÕs
prospects are good.

When asked if she wants to leave the slum, Roshni shakes her head emphatical-
ly. ÒItÕs a good witness to Christ to live in the slum and live differently.  People
come to my door to fight, and when I listen to what they say and donÕt fight with
them, they go silent and go away.Ó
Slum children, even with the benefit of basic shelter and a community, have the
odds stacked against them.  ThereÕs too little to live on and too much to die from:
malaria TB, gastric and skin infections, HIV, poverty, alcolholism, a high rate of
dometic and neighbourhood violence, child abuse and the ever-present risk of
abduction and human trafficking.  



But they are, at least in theory, better off than homeless street children, who
mostly come from outside the city - from village families too poor to feed them,
or from abusive homes.  Desperate to make a living, they are easily exploited as
rag-pickers, plastic collectors or sex workers.

ÒI lived with my family in a village in Andhra
Prakesh but the family was very poor so I
came with my aunty to the city near my
home,Ósays 16 year old Pranad.ÒShe got a
job for one year, in a house.  When the job
ended I moved to Bombay. it was four days
by train, and two changes of train.  I was 12.
I didnÕt know Hinki, or the local language,
Marathi.  My mother tongue was Telegu.  I
came out of the station with no job and no
way to speak to anyone.  So I lived on the
station platform.  I did jobs - I was a porter
for tips, or I swept the train compartments.
My friend and I, we did some work for the
police.  when there was an accident on the
track we had to carry the dead bodies off the
line. The police paid us 150 rupees (about
£1.80) to carry one dead body.Ó This wasnÕt
the worst thing he had to do though. ÒNo.
The worst thing was when there were no
jobs and I had to go hungry.Ó

What of the motives of the movie?
The movies is estimated to have made over $85m since itÕs ralease.  The filmÕs
distributors say the children from Mumbai were paid more than three times the
annual salary of the average adult in their slum, and Danny Boyles said plans
were underway to pump ÔsignificantÔ profits back to the Mumbai slums. 
Opinions about the film-makers ethics, and versions of the facts, vary consider-
ably.  Boyle has also been accused of Ôpeddling poverty pornÕ.  Interestingly, no-

one seems to be questioning the ethics of the
film industryÕs more common trend of
Ôadvocating affluence addictionÕ.

There are a number of Christian charities 
working in the Mumbai slums and you can read
about the difference they are making in this
monthÕs Christianity magazine in an article by
Clare Nonhebel.

FACTS & FIGURES
¥ MumbaiÕs official population is
10 million but the actual 
population is nearer 20 million.
¥ 100,000 children live rough,
mainly around the railway 
stations
¥ Children and young women are
at risk of human trafficking
¥ 51% of Mumbai is slum
¥ Bandra slum is home to 5,600
families - 25,000 people - in less
than one square mile
¥ Bandra comprises five spearate
communities; local people; 
people from Uttar Pradesh;
Andhra Pradesh; gypsies and
Muslims
¥ 16 toilets are shared by the
whole community; there is a
charge to use them
¥ Water is piped to the slum but
is frequently turned off.



Pastoral Ministry Team
Anyone in need of a friendly visit following
a recent difficulty or just feeling a little
low, please contact the Pastoral Ministry
Team on the following numbers: Bill
Stuart-White 370501 Jan Parsons
370319 or 07969 909 209 or fill in a
request in one of the information cards
found in the church, post office and
school and post it in the Contributions Box
in the back of the church or hand it to any
of the clergy or pastoral team.  We will
respond as soon as possible. We are also
available for prayer requests and the
prayer circle will pray confidentially until
the difficulty is over.

Of the many stories of plague epidemics striking England between the fourteenth
and seventeenth centuries, that of the village of Eyam in Derbyshire is perhaps the
best known. Between September 1665 and October 1666, no fewer than 76 families
were stricken and 260 people - perhaps a third of the population Ð died.

ScatsÕ next production, during half term week at the end of October is ÒThe Roses
of EyamÓ by Don Taylor. Using names taken from the parish register, it tells the tale
of a village stricken with plague through the arrival from London of a box of clothing
and of their determination to prevent its spread by remaining within the village at
the certain risk of their lives. 

Although a small number of leading characters dominate the story, the play requires
a large ensemble cast, grouped into families or with specific roles within the com-
munity. 

Scats would like to invite as many people as possible to take part in this fascinating
historical production. We are looking for up to 30 people of all ages to take part.
Some are main characters with full speaking roles, others are ÒextrasÓ with no more
than a handful of lines. All represent a real character from the village and will be
dressed in authentic costume. 

Rehearsals for the ÒextrasÓ would be kept to a minimum, all thatÕs needed is enthu-
siasm. If you would like to take part, please Òsign upÓ with our Secretary, Kathryn
Clark, by ringing 370844 or emailing Ktycl@aol.com as soon as possible. 

Ta k e t h e st a g e -  ex t r a s r equ i r ed !

Blagovest Tour Cancelled Unfortunately,
changes to immigration laws have left our dear
friends from Blagovest, unable to secure visas
in time for this yearÕs tour and it has had to be
cancelled.  There is a remote possiblity that
visas will be permitted at the final hour - if this
does happen we will do all we can to bring
these fine singers back to Stoke.
However, we have secured the return of the
wonderful Dante quartetwho will play a 
programme including Ravel, Faure, Satie and
Debussy on Saturday 27th June at 6.30 pmin
church.  More information next month.

Apologies
I would like to apologise for mistakes made last
month concerning proposed dates for the
Church Fete & Barn Dance and the Blagovest
concert. 
The dates should have read as follows:
Barn Dance Fri. 5th June 7.00 pm
Church Fete Sat. 6th June 2.00 pm
BlagovestTues 9th June - Cancelled



Whiteford
The economic climate has already
seen several open air concerts 
cancel this yearÕs event - incuding
Lanhydrock.  However, we believe
we all need reasons to enjoy our-
selves so this yearÕs events are set
to be better than ever, and we hope
youÕll all come and support our work.
Friday 17th July - Summer Swing
sees a NEW look with a selection of
the very best in big band music. 
Sat. 18th July - Proms in the Park
featuring a performance of ÔPeter &
th WolfÕ narrated by Christopher
Biggins, Liskerret Male Voice Choir
and choristers from Truro Cathedral.
Sun. 19th July - Family Chill out
Another fabulous family day with the
return of Black Jack Davey, support-
ed by local bands.  
Tickets available on line this month
and in the post office from 1st May.
www.whitefordfestival.co.uk.

Copy Deadline Magazine copy for the May edition is needed by Sunday 20th
April and will be distributed on Friday 24th April. Items may be left in the red tray on
the table at the back of the church or sent by e-mail to: kate.carnegie@virgin.net. 

Churchyard  BOB, our menÕs group are
taking on responsibility for maintaining
some of the churchyard.  They are getting
together on Thursday 2nd April between 6
& 8 pm to mow, strim and trim followed by
a beer in the Social club. So why not come
along and join in the fun at 6pm.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Our annual meeting will be held on Monday
27th April at 7.30 pm in the Parish Hall.  The
annual meeting is your chance to be involved
in the running of the church, either by stand-
ing for the PCC, or as a churchwarden, or to
just have your say in some of the issues
affecting us.  Hear more about:
- our achievements over the past year
- plans for reordering of the church
- taking communion before confirmation.
Discussions and elections will be followed by
refreshments so do come along and have
your say.

Church Electoral Roll. DonÕt forget to make
sure your name is on our electoral roll in order
to have a vote at the Annual Church Meeting.
Forms are available on the stand at the back
of the church for return to William Sommerville
by April 12th.

Message from Duchy College"The college has asked for villagers to note that they are
experiencing increasing problems with dog mess on the campus, specifically on the sports
field opposite the new building and along the route of the public footpath which runs along
the southern and western edge of it.
The whole of the that field, not just the areas with goals, is used for such activities as  foot-
ball training, running and archery as well as a grass plot experiment. The college asks that
we note that dogs may not be taken off the public footpath into the wider field under any
circumstances. A temporary notice has been placed at the gates to that effect. This also
applies to staff, students and residents of the college."

Pancakes
Huge thank you to all who
supported the pancake
evening at Beals Farm. 
We had great fun and also
raised £125 (towards the
new projector).



2009 marks the 30th anniversary of the United Nations'
International Year of the Child.  Here we continue a series of 
articles highlighting some of the children and young people we
meet in the Bible.

The girl without a name
The early chapters of 2 Kings recount the death of the prophet Elijah and how he

was succeeded by another prophet, Elisha. These were difficult times both in Israel
and Judah. There was an uneasy peace between the two Hebrew kingdoms and
both were threatened by hostile neighbours, especially Syria. A delightful story of a
Hebrew slave girl is told in 2 Kings 5 and it is set in this context of war.

On Israel's northern border the Syrians had been strengthening their army and we
are introduced to the Syrian commander, Naaman. He had a growing reputation as a
successful soldier and even the Israelite historian describes him as 'a mighty man
of valour' (2 Kings 5:1). But he was also a leper. That dreaded disease would have
meant that Naaman had little personal contact with his family or the soldiers he
commanded.

Then a young Israelite girl is introduced in the story. She had been captured by
the Syrians on one of their raids in Israel and she was given to Naaman's wife as a
servant. This girl, for whom no name is given, saw the pain and distress caused in
the family by Naaman's leprosy and she proposed a remedy. Although she was now
living in Syria, she had not forgotten her homeland or her religion. In particular she
knew that in Israel there was a prophet called Elisha, a true man of God. She had
often heard of the miracles that Elisha performed, particularly the miracle of raising
from death the son of the Shunammite woman (2 Kings 4:18-3).

Finally the girl plucked up courage and said to Naaman's wife. 'If my lord were
with the prophet who is in Samaria he would soon be healed.' It was certainly a
statement of faith! She was confident that Elisha, the true prophet of God, could do
what all the medical skill available in Syria could not do.

Desperate, Naaman did go to Elisha for help. The prophet, through a messenger,
directed him to dip in the River Jordan seven times. When he eventually did, he was
instantly healed of his leprosy. His testimony was. 'Now I know there is no God in all
the earth but in Israel' (5:1). He even requested that he should be given two sacks
of Israelite earth to take back to Syria. He knew that when he returned home his
duties included going with his king into the pagan temple of Rimmon. When he knelt
in that pagan temple, in spirit he would be kneeling before the one true God, the
God of Israel.

So Naaman was cured of his leprosy, and committed himself in his heart to
Israel's God. It all came about because the Israelite girl had not forgotten her God
and was enthusiastic to bear witness to her faith in the house of her owners. 

Let's encourage our children and young people in their Christian faith - even when
they are in 'hostile' territory.





Lord, what would we have done?
Would we have fallen asleep and then run away terrified, 

like the disciples in Gethsemane?
Thank you that you forgive us our weakness, 

when we opt out and run away from conflict and cost.

Lord, what would we have done?
Would we have shouted ÔHosannaÕ on one day, 

and ÔCrucifyÕ on another?
Forgive us when we fail you because it is easier 

to follow the crowd.

Lord what would we have done?
Would we have been harsh and judgemental like the Pharisees?

Forgive us when we are quick to condemn, or hide behind legalism.

Lord what would we have done?
Would we have been like the soldiers, hard and callous, 

just doing their job?
forgive us when we act blindly and unthinkingly, 

without considering the effect our behaviour has on others.

Lord, what would we have done:
Would we have slunk away ashamed from the horror of Calvary?

We thank you that you forgive us when we let you down, 
and that your love is stronger than all the evil we could throw at

you;  Lord, accept these prayers, offered in your name.

Vincent Ashwin

Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards
mankind, hast sent thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take
upon him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that
all mankind should follow the example of his great humility:
Mercifully grant, that we may both follow the example of his

patience, and also be made partakers of his resurrection;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Co l l ec t

Pr a y er  o f  t h e m o n t h



Sunday 5th April - Palm Sunday
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
10.45 am Palm Sunday Procession with donkey (from Old School)
11.15 am Holy Communion Order One
6.30 pm !In His Footsteps" a journey through Holy Week in music

and words at St. Melor"s, Linkinhorne

Wednesday 8th April - Easter Eggcite
2-4.00 pm Children"s workshop for Primary age children in church
4.00 pm Short Easter Eggcite service followed by tea and Easter

Egg hunt

Maunday Thursday 9th April
7.00 pm Passover Seder in the Old School

Good Friday 10th April
10.30 am Walk of Witness (from Venterdon 

Chapel) followed by Hot Cross 
buns in church

2.00 pm Reflection on the Cross
8.00 pm ÒTenebraeÓ

Sunday 12th April - Easter Day
6.00 am Sunrise Service on Kit Hill followed by bacon butties
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
11.15 am Holy Communion Order One

Sunday 19th April - Easter 2
8.00 am Holy Communion Order One
11.15 am Morning Worship with Baptism
6.30 pm Youth Service

Sunday 26th April - Easter 3
8.00 am Holy Communion BCP
11.15 am Morning Worship
6.30 pm Ioana Holy Communion

Monday 27th April - Church APCM
7.30 pm Parish Hall 

Wh a t Õs o n . . .  
Every week this month (except Monday 13th):
Mon 6.30 pm  Prayer Group meets in Church
From week commencing 19th April:
Wed 9.00 am  WOW parent and toddler group
Fri 6.30 pm  Singing Group meets in Church 




